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ARTICLE XVII. 


A FRAGMENT OF KNIFE-BLADE LODGED IN THE 
CHEST FOR TWELVE YEARS, AND FINALLY 
COUGHED UP. 


CasE ReporteD By J. F. SNYDER, M.D., of Virginia, Cass Co., Ill. 


[To the Morgan Co. Medical Society, June 9th, 1870.] 


Of the remarkable records in medical literature of extensive 
lacerations of the living tissue, hedged in and restored by the 
curative process of Nature—and in spite, sometimes, of meddle- 
some, surgical interference—there are none more marvelous, 
and but few which better illustrate the peculiar wis conservatrix 
inherent to the organized system, than the many wonderful re- 
coveries from grave injuries of the thoracic organs. 

The dissecting room has revealed great cicatrices of the 
lungs, where cavities, left by broken down tubercles, have been 
arrested in their destructive progress and healed by this subtile 
life-power. 

Persons have lived for years, in comparative good health, 
with pieces of cloth, paper, cartridges, fragments of steel and 
bullets encysted in the parenchyma of the lung—that vital or- 
gan which, in sleep or wakefulness, never rests for a minute, 
from birth until death. 

26 
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Dr. Druitt relates the case of a soldier, who had “for years 
a leaden ball rolling about loose in the cavity of the pleura, 
without occasioning pain or inconvenience.” 

Mr. J. Bell tells us of “‘a surgeon who was dabbling in the 
thorax, with a piece of caustic, which fell directly into the cay- 
ity of the chest, where it caused very large suppurations, and 
yet the patient was saved—he recovered, in spite of the sur- 


geon.” 

Gen. James Shields, formerly representative of this State, in 
the U. S. Senate, was shot, during the Mexican war, with a 
copper ball, weighing an ounce, which passed through his chest, 
penetrating the right lung, a little below its centre; yet his re- 
covery was speedy and complete. 

The following strange case of tolerance of a foreign body in 
the thorax, and its spontaneous removal, came under my obser- 
vation, not long since; and I have deemed it worthy of record, 
as a curiosity of surgical pathology. 

James Thompson, sixty years of age, stout and robust, usu- 
ally, of active habits, suddenly commenced declining in health, 
without apparent cause. When I was consulted, he had been, 
as he expressed it, ‘under the weather for five or six weeks.” 
His symptoms were a troublesome, dry cough, furred tongue, 
loss of appetite, emaciation, hectic night-sweats, and pain in 
the right side. Previous to the initiation of this train of symp- 
toms, which he attributed to “catching cold,” he had always 
enjoyed excellent health, “excepting,” as he said, ‘occasional 
twinges of rheumatism, for the last dozen years, under the right 
shoulder-blade,” whenever he exerted himself at any kind of 
manual labor. 

The chest examined, revealed a portion of the right lung, two 
or three inches in diameter, just below the nipple, entirely im- 
pervious to air, and all the organ below that, very dull, on 
percussion. The left lung was evidently healthy, though over- 
taxed by its vicarous labor. 

The diagnosis suggested was circumscribed pneumonia, origin- 
ating, perhaps, in the increasing size and consequent pressure 
of some isolated tubercular mass. (I will here state that the 





1870.] SnypEr— Fragment of Knife-blade Lodged in Chest. 403 


patient’s wife died a few years before of phthisis, and it is pos- 


sible I was influenced in my conclusion by a vague idea of the 
contagious theory of that disease.) 

The treatment ordered consisted of stimulating expectorants, 
mineral acids, and counter-irritants. For four weeks more the 
case continued without change, save a gradual aggravation of 
all the symptoms, increased dyspnoea, and free expectoration, 
when one day, in a hard paroxysm of coughing, the patient 
threw up, from the right bronchia, an ounce or two of pus and 

a hard substance, which attracted his attention, by 
the force with which it struck the floor. On examin- 
ing the substance, it proved to be the potnt of a knife- 
blade, an inch in length, half an inch in width, and 
weighing halfadrachm. The fragment of steel was 
much corroded and pitted by oxydation, as will be 
seen by the subjoined photograph of actual size. 

The patient now remembered a circumstance he had entirely 
forgotten—that twelve years before this, in a street fight, at 
Beardstown, in which himself and several others had been en- 
gaged, he had been ‘stabbed in the back, about the lower point 


79 


of the shoulded-blade,”’ but as the wound gave him no pain and 
soon healed, he had no suspicion that any part of the blade had 
remained embedded in his body. The true pathology of the case 
was now manifest, and the patient rapidly recovered his health. 

The points of interest in this case are, 

Ist. That such a foreign body should have so long remained 
fastened in the bone (either the scapula or rib) without causing 
necrosis or other disturbance, save occasional slight pains, at- 
tributed by the patient to rheumatism. 

2dly. That, supposing the knife had passed through the 
bone at once, or had penetrated the thoracic cavity, between 
the ribs, it failed at the time to excite severe inflammation and 
produce exhaustive suppuration. And 

3dly. That, having penetrated the substance of the lung, 
into the bronchia, by adhesive inflammation and suppuration, it 
should have been so easily expelled through the thyreo-arytenoid 
ligaments and the glottis. 
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NEW INVESTIGATIONS CONCERNING EPILEPSY, 
RESULTING FROM CERTAIN LESIONS OF THE 
SPINAL CORD, AND OF THE RACHIDIEN NERVES. 


By DR. BROWN-SEQUARD. 


[Translated for the MepicaL EXAMINER.] 


As space is wanting to give in this article the extensive 
account which the subject merits, I shall resume, briefly, some 
of the different points to which I wish to call the attention of 
my readers. 

In the two preceding parts, I have examined the particulars 
relative to the wounds which occasion epilepsy among guinea 
pigs, as well as those concerning the epileptic zone, the phe- 
nomenon of the attacks, etc. I shall give a summary of the 
facts, commencing by some additions to the different points 
which have engaged me in the portions of this paper already 
published. 


X. ADDITIONS TO THE PRECEDING PARAGRAPHS. 


These additions have, for their especial object, the lesions 
which can produce epilepsy, the time of the appearance of this 
affection after certain lesions, the extent of the epileptic zone, 
the difference of excitability at divers points of this zone, 
finally, the spontaneous cure of epilepsy, caused by the lesion 
of certain nerves, or of the spinal cord. 

1st. Lesions which can produce Epilepsy.—It is stated in 
the first part of this article, that I have once seen epilepsy in- 
tervene after a lesion of the rachidien bulb, in a guinea pig. 
, From my notes in regard to this animal, I extract the following 
particulars, which show what are the resemblances and the dif- 
ferences existing between this case of epilepsy, and those where 
the affection is originated by the section of the sciatic nerve, 
or of the spinal cord. 

The lesion, which consists in an extirpation of the V, of gray 
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substance, at the calamus scriptorious, and of a part of the two 
restiform bodies (more on the left than the right) in the vicinity 
of this little, gray mass, was made upon a female guinea pig, in 
May, 1858. In less than two months she commenced having 
spontaneous attacks of epilepsy, the frequency of which became 
excessive. Sometimes, to my knowledge, she had as many as 
twelve or fifteen attacks, during a day, which evidently implies 
a far greater number. As a day never passed without her 
having at least from four to eight paroxysms, she must have had 
during the last fifteen months of her life, many thousand at- 
tacks. In a great number of guinea pigs which have suffered a 
lesion of the spinal nerve, I have seen the spontaneous attacks 
occur as frequently, for a few consecutive days, and even during 
one or two months, but never for three consecutive months. 

One could provoke an attack upon her, as among all guinea 
pigs becoming epileptic after lesion of the nerves or spinal cord, 
by irritating the skin, at the angle of the lower jaw. In her, 
this was effected on the left side, where the lesion of the bulb 
was more extensive; and the convulsive movements were much 
more marked on the left side.* Frightening her, by a sudden 
motion, was frequently sufficient to occasion an ‘attack, which 
was not the case among animals rendered epileptic by other 
lesions. Sometimes her paroxysms, either spontaneous or pro- 
voked, were followed by unmistakable coma. This, I have never 
observed in other guinea pigs, whatever may have been the 
cause of their epilepsy. 

There is, then, respecting the two characteristic traits, which 
consist in the production of epilepsy, and in that of a cutaneous, 


* The animal had a wheeling to the left (like a movement in horsemanship) 
for many days after the lesion of the rachidien bulb; this tendency to wheel- 
ing continued throughout its life. When the animal was frightened, without 
causing an attack of epilepsy, the body frequently would curve to the left, 
until the nose almost touched the sacrum. Hyperesthesis and an elevation 
of temperature existed in the left limbs, There were many slightly sensitive 
spots on the face, especially on the left side. The eyes and ears, on the left 
side particularly, were the seat of alterations, which I shall describe hereafter, 
in a work upon the influence of lesious of the restiform bodies upon nutrition, 
in these parts. 
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epileptic zone, a perfect similitude between the effects of lesion 
of the bulb, in the case just described, and those observe: after 
certain lesions of the spinal centre, and of its nerves, among 
guinea pigs. 7 

Time of the Appearance of Epilepsy.—I have stated in the 
preceding number, that in two cases, the first reflexive, convul- 
sive phenomena have shown themselves the third day after the 
section of the sciatic nerve. I have just seen some phenomena 
of this kind, upon irritating the epileptic zone only forty-five 
hours after this injury. But these first symptoms may also be 
much retarded in their appearance, occurring twenty days, and 
in one instance, twenty-two days after the lesion. 

Previous to the 25th of April last, the earliest complete 
attack following the section of the sciatic, or of the internal 
popliteal nerve, aside from tie one just mentioned, has occurred 
on the eighth day. Since then, I have observed the first attack 
appear in one instance on the sixth, and in another on the 
seventh day. The earliest complete attack I have observed, 
after the section of the posterior roots of the spinal nerves form- 
ing the sciatic, and that of the roots of the last four or five 
dorsal pairs, has been eight days after the first of these lesions, 
and thirteen days after the second. 

The early development of the first reflex phenomena bears no 
fixed relation with that of the first complete attack. For exam- 
ple, I have seen reflex, convulsive movements manifested in four 
days after the section of the sciatic, in an animal that had its first 
attack after twenty-one days, and, on the contrary, I have pro- 
duced the first completed paroxysm, the fifteenth day after this 
lesion, in a guinea pig, which had the first convulsive syn- 
toms only three days previously. Many similar experiments 
have induced me to consider it probable that the frequently 
repeated irritation of the skin of the neck and face have devel- 
oped the epileptic faculty there sooner than it would have 
naturally manifested itself after the lesions which produce epi- 
lepsy. 

Extent of the Epileptic Zone.—In guinea pigs that have suf- 
fered a section of the lateral half of the spinal nerve, in the 
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region of the last dorsal or first lumbar vertebree, the epileptic 
zone may extend to other portions than those whose limits I 
described in the first part of this paper. After a certain time, 
it almost always extends from, the omoplate to the middle line 
of the back, and occupies a narrow band (about one centimetre in 
width) along this line to the sixth, seventh, or eighth dorsal 
vertebra, on the side of the lesion. I observed repeatedly that 
pinching this little band of skin would provoke an attack, but 
noticing that before the appearance of the convulsion the animal 
would turn its head towards the pinched part, I believel for a 
long time that the friction occasioned by this movement sufficed 
to explain the paroxysm. But I have been convinced recently 
by the most positive evidence that this irritating the skin of one 
of the vertebral grooves is really the direct cause of the attack; 
for in some cases it has appeared the moment I pinched the 
skin, and in other instances, where I could, without irritating 
the epileptic zone of the head and neck, prevent any turning of 
the head toward the injured side, I have witnessed the convul- 
sions, after pinching this band of skin alluded to. 

I will say in addition, that when epilepsy has continued a 
long time, after a lateral hemisection of the spinal cord, the 
skin covering the vertebral groove, especially in the vicinity of 
the omoplate, may possess the epileptic faculty in a much 
greater degree than that of the face. 

It seems certain, then, that after a section of the lateral half 
of the spinal nerve, at the level of the last dorsal, or the first 
lumbar vertebra, the epileptic zone includes generally, if not 
invariably, in addition to a portion of the skin of the face or 
neck (see fig. 6, pl. V.), a narrow band of skin, extending over 
one of the vertebral grooves, from the neck unto the sixth, 
seventh, or eighth dorsal vertebra. 

From long continued observations, but more particularly from 
those of recent date, it appears that the extent of the epileptic 
zone along the back is diminished, when the lateral hemisection 
of the spinal nerve approaches the caudal extremity. For ex- 
ample, ina guinea pig now under my notice, the section was 
made at the level of the fifth lumbar vertebra, and the epileptic 
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zone is limited to the face and a small portion of the neck, not 
extending to the omoplate, while in another, having the lateral 
hemisection of this nervous centre at the level of the eighth 
dorsal vertebra, the zone extends unto the cicatrix. 

Degree of Excitability in different parts of Epileptie Zone.— 
In double epilepsy, which is caused by one lesion on the right, 
and another on the left, consisting either in a section of the two 
sciatic nerves, or of a traverse section of the posterior half, or 
the entire thickness of the spinal nerve, or finally, of the section 
of the sciatic nerve on one side, and a lateral hemisection of the 
nervous centres on the other, there is generally more excitabil- 
ity in the portion of skin covering the spinal processes of the 
first six or seven dorsal vertebrz, than elsewhere. Neverthe- 
less, the point of the epileptic zone, possessing the greatest 
power of engendering an attack, varies considerably in cases of 
transverse section, either partial or complete, of the spinal nerve, 
or even in cases of section of one or both sciatic nerves. In 
this respect, the dissimilarity is not entirely attributable to the 
kind of lesion, as a difference is noticed in animals that have 
suffered the same lesion, and even in the same animal, at vari- 
ous times. Meanwhile, the points which are generally the most 
excitable, are the little portions of skin covering the angle of 
the lower jaw, the anterior and superior borders of the omo- 
plate, the side of the spinal processes of the fourth, fifth, and 
sixth dorsal vertebra, and finally, the skin of the cheek, below 
the eye. 

Spontaneous Cure of Epilepsy, produced by the Section of 
certain parts of the Spinal Cord, or of certain Nerves.—I can 
repeat what I have previously said, that I have never seen a 
spontaneous cure of a guinea pig, rendered epileptic by a lesion 
of the spinal cord. I can also affirm the same of animals be- 
coming epileptic after the section of the sciatic nerve; of the 
internal popliteal; of the posterior roots of the sciatic nerve; or 
of those of the last dorsal. But I have seen a case of spon- 
taneous cure in a guinea yig that had suffered a mechanical 
irritation of the sciatic nerve. At present, I only mention this 
fact, but I shall show hereafter that it bears a very important 
relation to the theory of epilepsy. 
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When the lesions of the nerves, or of the spinal centre, are 
incapable of producing complete epilepsy, but at the same time 
sufficient to occasion some reflex convulsive movements, after 
irritation of the epileptic zone, the spontaneous cure generally 
takes place within six or eight weeks. If I had not killed a 
number of animals before their cure, I might have been able to 
say this was always the case. 

I wish to remark that here only the spontaneous cure is men- 
tioned. In another article I shall call attention to curability 
under different methods of treatment. 


XI. Propvuction or Eprteptic ATTACKS, AFTER THE EX- 
TIRPATION OF THE CEREBRUM, THE CEREBELLUM, AND OTHER 
PARTS OF THE ENCEPHALON. 


Long since, I have demonstrated in my course the impor- 
tant fact that, in guinea pigs having suffered a partial or 
complete section of the spinal nerve, aa attack can still be pro- 
duced, after removing a considerable portion of the excephalon. 

While maintaining life by pulmonary insufflation, in epileptic 
guinea pigs, from whom I have removed the cerebrum, the 
cerebellum, and a great portion of the annular protuberance, I 
have succeeded in producing a number of paroxysms, entirely 
similar to those taking place in these animals before the muti- 
lation of the encephalon. The attack can be produced by 
pinching not only the skin of the neck and the vertebral 
grooves, but also the portions of the epileptic zone receiving the 
ramifications of the auriculo temporal and of the suborbital 
herves. 

* This animal is the only one which I have known to surviye complete at- 
tacks of epilepsy, after an irritation of the sciatic nerve. I compressed the 
herve strongly with a pair of forceps,on the 4th of May. This irritation 
produced anesthesia and paralysis of the limb. On the 13th of May, the reflex, 
coavulsive movements were already strong. The 14th, a violent, incomplete 
attack took place. The first complete attack occurred on the 20th. During 
the first days of June, I could only induce some reflex, convulsive movement, 
which declined in intensity from day to day, and on the 10th of June, there 
was no longer any trace of epileptiform affection, At the same time that the 
amelioriation of the convulsive phenomena began, the voluntary motion reap- 
peared in the foot, whose nerve had been injured. To-day (June 22), there is 
ho trace of any morbid state whatever in the animal. 
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I have long ago ascertained, among animals epileptic or not, 
when the loss of blood has not been profuse, after the extirpa- 
tion of a great part of the encephalon, that pulmonary insuf- 
flation augments the reflex faculty of the rachidien bulb and 
of the spinal cord, as well as the excitability of the nerves ani 
muscles. I have not been surprised, then, in finding that when 
insufflation has been practiced for eight, ten, or twelve minutes, 
upon epileptic guinea pigs, the facility of provoking attacks by 
irritation of the epileptic zone is augmented materially. 

In one case I was able yet to produce paroxysms after the 
extirpation of all the encephalon, except the rachidien bulb, 
and, in another animal, I even caused a very severe convulsion, 
after at once eutting across the rachidien bulb, immediately 
below the origin of the pneumo-gastric nerves, having previ- 
ously maintained pulmonary insufflation for ten minutes. It is 
not necessary to say that exciting the portions of the epileptic 
zone, animated by the trigeminal, proved ineffectual, and that it 
was irritation of the skin of the neck, and of the posterior part 
of the back, which occasioned the attack. The animal became 
epileptic in consequence of a complete transverse section of the 
spinal cord, at the level of the tenth dorsal vertebra. 

My colleague Vulpian was the first to make the experiment 
showing that attacks of epilepsy can still occur, after the re- 
moval of a large part of the encephalon, in animals epileptic in 
consequence of the section of the sciatic nerve.* 

I have performed it many times since, and always with the 
same results that I have mentioned above. I will remark, in 
reference to the experience of my colleague, that if he has be- 
lieved an attack could be produced by any irritation whatever, 
instead of the irritation of a certain zone only, it is because, 
although not recognizing the epileptic influence of this zone, be 
held the animal by the neck, while he irritated it elsewhere. 
The guinea pig struggling, rubbed the neck or the face against 
the hand which retained it, and the epileptic zone thus received 
the irritation which occasioned the convulsion.+ 


* See Archives de Physiol. norm, etc., vol. II, 1869, page 297. 
+ See note, page 433, of the second part of this paper, Archives de Phys.oogy 
May, 1869. 
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Within a recent period, a German physiologist,* Nothnagel, 
has published a work designed to show that the annular protu- 
berance is the only nervous centre capable of producing epilep- 
tiform convulsions. In another paper, discussing the theory of 
spontaneous and provoked epilepsy, I shall demonstrate that 
this opinion is erroneous, and that other portions of the nerve 
centres, as well as the protuberance, can give rise to epileptic 
paroxysms. 

In a second paper, I shall present the results I have obtained; 
first, upon the means of transmitting the irritation of the spinal 
nerves, or of the spinal cord to the encephalous, and to the skin 
of the epileptic zone, in order to produce there the alterations 
of nutrition, which occasion epilepsy: secondly, upon the condi- 
tion of the sciatic and other nerves, which produce epilepsy ; 
thirdly, upon the difference between many animals} and man, in 
respect to the production of epilepsy by irritation of certain 
nerves, or of the spinal centre; fourthly and finally, upon other 
diferent questions concerning the pathological physiology of 
epilepsy, and of the convulsive epileptiform movements. 

* Virchow's Archiv. fur Pathol. Anat., 1868, Vol. XLIV, Page 1. 

+ Epilepsy, with the existence of the epileptic zone, in cases of lesion of the 
sciatic nerve, has been found to exist not only in guinea pigs, but also in man, 
by Dr. G. Dieulafay, in the cat, by Mr. Trasbot, and in the rabbit, by my own 
experiments. 
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL EDITORS. 


Wasuineton, D.C., May 2, 1870. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the “Association of American 
Medical Editors’’ met in the lecture room of Georgetown Med- 
ical College, at 10 o’clock A.M., on Monday, May 2d, 1870. 
The Permanent Secretary and Secretary being absent, Dr. 
Bemiss stated that Dr. Mitchell had requested him to supply 
his place, if absent, but had not placed the books containing 
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the minutes and correspondence in his hands. At the Pregj. 
dent’s instance, Dr. Bemiss took the Permanent Secretary’; 
place, and read from a daily paper the proceedings of the last 
meeting. The minutes, as read, were corrected by the addition 
of Dr. Parvin’s name, as one of the signers of the Articles of 
Association. 

Dr. Yandell moved that the name of Dr. Charles A. Lee, of 
New York, be added, on account of long and distinguished 
services as a journalist. Carried unanimously. 

Dr. Parvin, as Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Ex. 
changes, reported verbally that he had found great difficulty in 
effecting arrangements for exchange with the editors of foreign 
journals, and suggested that editors resident upon the sea- 
board possessed advantages in such matters over those living as 
far inland as himself. 

On motion of Dr. Bemiss, Dr. Parvin was continued, with 
power to add the names of such editors as he might select to 
aid him. 

On motion of Dr. Parvin, Dr. Antisell was elected a member 
of this Association. 

The Permanent Secretary failed to report in regard to in- 
structions given him to correspond with Editors of Journals, 
informing them of the objects of this Association, and request: 
ing their co-operation. 

The Committee on Registering of Names of Physicians 
failed to report. The Committee on Revision failed to report. 
The Committee to arrange a general plan of communication 
between Medical Journals failed to report. 

The names of Dr. John A. Murphy, of the Cincinnati Lancet 
and Observer, and of Drs. H. Carpenter and J. C. Grubbs, of 
the Oregon Medical and Surgical Reporter, were added to the 
list of those signing the Articles of Association. 

On motion of Dr. Parvin, it was agreed to adjourn until 8} 
P.M., to meet in this hall, and hear the President’s addres 
upon the history, progress, etc., of Medical Journalism. 

Haut or Georgetown MepicaL Coutiece, May 2, 8 Pll 

The Association met pursuant to adjournment. The name 
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of Dr. W. T. Briggs, of the Nashville Journal of Medicine and 
Surgery; Dr. Horatio R. Storer, of the Journal of the Gyne- 
logical Society of Boston; of Dr. E. Lloyd Howard, of the 
Baltimore Medical Journal; Dr. Ed. Warren, of Medical 
Bulletin; and Dr. B. F. Dawson, of the American Journal 
of Obstetrics, were added to those subscribing to the Articles 
of Association. 

The Committee on Registry was continued to the next 
annnal meeting. 

The Association then proceeded to the annual Election of 
Officers. 

On nomination by Dr. Parvin, Dr. H. R. Storer, of Boston, 
was elected President. 

Qn nomination by Dr. Bemiss, Dr. Theophilus Parvin was 
elected Vice-President, and Dr. Howard, of Baltimore, Secre- 
tary. The President then read his address. 


ADDRESS ON THE HISTORY, CONDITION, AND MEANS OF IM- 
PROVEMENT OF MEDICAL JOURNALISM IN THE UNITED 
STATES. By N. 8S. DAVIS, M.D., Presipent oF THE AssocrAaTION. 


Gentlemen of the Association:—In strict obedience to the 


lirections given me by the Association, at its organization in 
New Orleans, on May 5th, 1869, I rise to address you on this 
occasion. That the medical periodical press is at the present 
time one of the most important means of eliciting and diffusing 
nedical knowledge, and consequently aiding in the education of 
the profession, but few thoughtful men will be inclined to deny. 
The first medical periodical published in America, of which we 
have any knowledge, was the Medical Repository, commenced 
in 1797, in the city of New York, and edited by Drs. Sam’l L. 
Mitchell, Edward Miller, and Elihu H. Smith. 

Itwas a good sized quarterly journal, and its pages were 
eariched by the contributions of many of the ablest members of 
the profession at that date. Dr. Mitchell remained its princi- 
pal editor through the first sixteen volumes, when it passed 
under the editorial management of Dr. James R. Manley, who, 
with his associates, maintained its reputation and usefulness 
wtil the end of the twenty-third volume. 
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In September, 1804, the Medical Museum was commenced in 
Philadelphia, edited by Dr. John Redman Coxe. In the same 
city, in November of the same year, the first number of the 
Medical and Physical Journal was issued, under the editorial 
management of Dr. Benj. Smith Barton. 

The Museum was continued until 1813, while we lose al] 
trace of the Medical and Physical Journal in 1808, until it js 
revived under the same name, and edited by Nathaniel Chap. 
man, in 1820, and continued until 1827, when it seems to haye 
been merged into the American Journal of Medical Sciences, 
which has continued until the present time. Another quarterly 
journal, called the American Medical Recorder, was commencel 
in Philadelphia, in 1818, and continued until 1829, when it 
appears to have been also merged into the American Journal of 
Medical Sciences. 

A neatly illustrated quarterly journal, devoted to Meilicine, 
Natural Ilistory, and Agriculture, called the American Medical 
and Philosophical Register, was published in New York, in 
1810, and continued until 1814. The New England Journal of 
Medicine, Surgery, and Collateral Branches, was published in 
Boston, from 1812 to 1824. After 1820, new medical periodi- 
cals coutinued to be issued so rapidly, that I have been wholly 
unable to devote sufficient time to the subject to enable me to 
fuilow them in detail. With the aid of Dr. Toner, of Washing- 
ton, I have been able to learn the names of about one hundred 
and twenty me tical periodicals proper, which have been issued 
within the last fifty years, not including the annual transactions 
of Medical Societies. 

Of these, one-haif were discontinued within from six montis 
to three years from the commencement of their publication. 
Of the remaining number, twenty did not continue beyond five 


years; and of more than thirty medical periodicals belonging 


legitimately to the profession, not including those of dentistry, 
now being published in the United States, only thirteen have 
been published more than a single decade. 

With its present form and title, the American Journal of 
Medical Sciences, quarterly, has been published with comment- 
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able regularity since 1827, a period of forty-three vears; and 
if it were proper to regard it as only a new name and form for 
the Philadelphia Journal of Medical and Physical Scrences, its 
origin could be dated back, under Dr. Chapman, to 1820, or 
even to 1804, under Dr. Benj. Smith Barton. 

In 1823, Dr. J. V. C. Smith commenced the publication of 
the Medical Intelligencer, in Boston, which appears to have 
been changed to the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, in 
1827, and under that title, continued until the present time. 
It has been issued in both weekly and monthly form, to suit the 
wishes of its subseribers. Of the regular monthly and _ bi- 
nonthly Journa!s, now in course of publication, the Lancet and 
Observer, at Cincinnati, dates its commencement, under the title 
of the Western Lancet, in 1841; the St. Louds Medical and 
Surgical Journal, in 1843; the Chicago Medical Journal and 
the New Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal. in 1844; and 
the Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal, in 1845. 

If this mere glance at the history of Medical Journalism in 
our country shows that a very large proportion of our periv:ii- 
cals have been unstable and evanescent, a similar inquiry in 
reference to those who have been connected with them in the 
capacity of editors, will show a still greater degree of instabil- 
ity. For instance, of the thirteen medical periodicals now 
existing, which were represented to have been published contin- 
uously more than a single decade, not more than seven have 
beea under the same editorial management, during that short 
period of time. At the present writing, we count thirty-three 
nedical periodicals belonging properly to the profession, in the 
United States. It is proper to state that we do not include 
in the list, Journals devoted especially to dentistry, the annual 
publications of Medical Societies, nor certain sheets designed 
as the advertising mediums of wholesale drug manufacturers. 
Of the thirty-three included in the list, six are publishéd quar- 
terly, twenty-two monthly, one semi-mouthly, and four weekly. 
Four of the quarterlies and one of the monthlies are devoted to 


the cultivation of special departments, namely, the American 
Journal of Insanity, published at Utica, N. Y; the Journal of 





416 The Chicago Medical Examiner. (July, 


Psycological Medicine, published at New York; the American 
Journal of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children, 
and the American Journal of Sypholography and Dermatology, 
in the same city, are issued quarterly, and in good style. The 
Journal of the Gynecological Society, of Boston, devoted to the 
Diseases of Women, is published monthly at Boston. 

The two remaining quarterlies, the American Journal of 
Medical Sciences, at Philadelphia, and the New Orleans Jour- 
nal of Medicine, with the twenty-two monthlies, one semi- 
monthly, and the four weeklies, are devoted to general medicine. 

It is thus seen, that notwithstanding the numerous abortive 
attempts at Medical Journalism which has characterized our 
past history, we still have an abundant medical periodical liter- 
ature, the publication of which is well distributed to the various 
parts of our country. In regard to the present character of our 
medical periodicals, I am constrained to speak with some hesita- 
tion. Twenty-two years of active, editorial labor in connection 
with the medical press, has certainly afforded me opportunity to 
become familiar with the subject. 

I cannot agree with those, who, after excepting one or two 
favorite publications, unsparingly denounce all the rest as mere 
trash, or stupid copyists from one another. Neither can I join 
with those, at home or abroad, who indulge in unrestricted 
depreciative comparison of our periodicals with those of other 
countries. 

And yet there are faults too obvious to be overlooked, and 
which this Association should make earnest efforts to correct. 
Nearly all our periodicals are modeled on the same plan. Each 
contains a department for original articles, and clinical and 
Society reports; another for selections from other periodicals; 
another for notices of new publications, and another for editor- 
ial and miscellaneous matter. 

It is true that most of our periodicals admit into the first of 
these departments articles defective in style, and impoverished 
in ideas; cases so imperfectly reported as to be of no value; and 
reports from Hospitals and Societies, equally imperfect and 
valueless, except to fill space, and give publicity to the names 
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of the parties concerned. But a candid examination will show 
that matter of this character really occupies but a small part of 
the space devoted to original matter, in nine-tenths of our Med- 
ical Journals. In the department for selected matter, there is 
room for great improvement in a large proportion of our Jour- 
nals. In some, it habitually occupies from half to two-thirds of 
the whole number of pages, and consequently gives the publica- 
tion more the character of a reprint than anything else. In 
some cases, this is done by copying in full articles from other 
Journals, and in others, by making summaries or digests of the 
current matter in their exchanges. 

The occasional copying of an essay or article of more than 
ordinary value, from one journal to another, always giving due 
credit for its source, and thereby giving it a wider circulation, is 
doubtless not only justifiable, but beneficial to the author and 
the whole profession. But as a general rule, the editors of 
medical journals should treat the original matter in their cotem- 
poraries in the same manner as new publications. They should 
make such careful and well considered reviews of the important 
papers as would give their readers a correct idea of their nature 
and value, thereby enabling them to judge whether the original 
was worth their purchase or not. In a large proportion of our 
journals, the space devoted to new books has come to be filled 
with a simple announcement of the work, with a copy of the 
title-page, and sometimes the table of contents. The quarter- 
lies, however, and a few of the monthlies, present in each 
number some very creditable reviews. 

But, in our estimation, no part of our medical periodicals is 
more deficient than that which is expected to be filled by editor- 
ial matter proper. Some of them contain so little from the 
editorial pen, that their readers would hardly know that they 
were superintended by such a functionary, except as they see 
his name on the title page. Others present one or two pages 
headed “editorial,” and filled with facetious paragraphs, per- 
sonal slurs, news items, and attention to new advertisements. 
Only a very few out of the whole number occupy what editorial 
space they have with candid articles, calculated to enlighten 

27 
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their readers on the many important questions connected with 
the sanitary, social, ethical, and educational interests of the 
profession. And I think it may be said with truth, that in 
none of our periodicals do these topics receive the editorial at- 
tention that their importance demands. 

It is only through the periodical press that the great body of 
the profession can be reached. To sit in an editorial chair and 
occasionally growl at municipal authorities for neglecting sani- 
tary measures; slur medical societies for imperfections in their 
action; indite facetious paragraphs about ethics; and ridicule 
the attempts of others to advance educational interests, is, to 
say the least, a very poor performance of the duties belonging 
to such a position. 

Before leaving this branch of our subject, we feel constrained 
to allude to two other items which we have long regarded as 
detrimental to the character of a large part of our medical 
periodicals. ne consists in a large amount of editorial puffing 
and pretension about the superior quality of their particular 
periodical, and the extraordinary arrangements they have just 
completed for making it the very best in the country. 

The rule of ethics, founded on a just sense of propriety, for- 
bids an ordinary practitioner from boasting of his success in 
practice, or of the extraordinary character of his remedies. 
And we cannot see why it is not equaily in bad taste for the 
editor or publisher of a medical journal to indulge in a similar 
strain of bombast about his own work. 

The other relates to the kind and number of advertisements 
that are appended to each issue. To the insertion of a list of 
new medical books, new surgical instruments and appliances, or 
the simple business card of a physician, druggist, or medical 
institution, we do not object. But to take up a periodical, 
professedly devoted to the interests of science and a learned 
profession, and find one-third or one-half of its entire bulk made 
up of advertisements of all kinds, from Fougera’s pills to wooden 
tubs and sewing machines, is equivalent to receiving the impres- 
sion that the publisher, having embarked in the advertising busi- 
ness, had employed an editor to furnish just enough professional 
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matter to serve the same purpose that the tail does to a kite. 

Having trespassed so much on your time and patience al- 
ready, I will hasten to a brief consideration of the question, 
how can medical journalism in our country be improved? To 
answer this question satisfactorily, involves a correct apprecia- 
tion of the causes of its past and present instability and imper- 
fection. These have been very generally attributed to the 
excessive number published, and the consequent inadequate 
pecuniary return for the labor required. And the remark is 
often made, that if our medical periodicals were restricted in 
number to such as are issued from a few of the great centres of 
population, where their editors have access to the abundant 
materials afforded by Hospitals and Medical Societies, they 
would command a sufficient number of readers and supporters to 
give them permanence and excellence. It is very doubtful 
whether this view can be verified, either by observed facts, or 
the application of well established mental laws. 

If it were true that the discontinuance of one-half of the 
medical periodicals now in the course of publication would re- 
sult in transferring all the patronage they have received to the 
remaining half; or if the patronage bestowed on each new 
journal was simply so much taken from the journals previously 
existing, then, indeed, would the number published furnish a 
direct index of the amount of patronage each could expect to 
receive. But observation has long since satisfied us that the 
matter is governed by no such simple rule. On the contrary, 
every new journal started enlists a circle of friends and patrons, 
a large part of whom were taking no periodical before, and 
contributing to none. 

And if it so happens that the circle formed is too restricted 
and the enterprise fails, it will have created in many of its pat- 
rons the habit of reading and writing, which will remain and be 
turned to the benefit of some other periodical. It is a law of 
the human mind that the more its faculties are exercised, either 
in the acquisition or communication of knowledge, the more 
imperious are its demands for an additional supply. The prac- 
titioner who has read or contributed to one medical journal, is 
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far more likely to add another to the list, than he is to discon- 
tinue the first. A full examination will show that the unstable 
and imperfect character of many of our medical periodicals is 
neither owing to their number, nor to the fact that the places of 
their publication are widely diffused over our country. There 
are practitioners enough in the United States, if each sub- 
scribed for only one periodical, to afford every medical journal, 
now in course of publication, a fair support. 

And the publication of these periodicals, in the different and 
distant sections of our country, is of great advantage in devel- 
oping a knowledge of the climate, topography, and diseases of 
their respective regions, as well as stimulating a taste for read- 
ing and writing in the local profession around them. Our 
experience and observations have satisfied us that most of the 
faults connected with American medical journalism are trace- 
able to two sources, namely, the defective education of the 
profession, and the imperfect arrangements of those who under- 
take the editorial supervision and publication of the respective 
journals. 

It is perfectly well known that a large part of those who 
enter upon the practice of medicine, under our system of medi- 
cal education, are wholly destitute of that general education 
and mental discipline which is essential to the formation of a 
taste for reading and writing, Without an adequate knowledge 
of the elementary branches of common education, and without 
the slightest acquaintance with any of the sciences, they have 
performed the task of reading the text-books in medicine, much 
as the apprentice performs his task in a mechanic’s shop; they 
have attended the heterogeneous courses of Lectures, in some 
Medical College, during which they have made imperfect notes 
of as many formulas or prescriptions for particular diseases as 
they could, and they enter upon practice with full confidence 
that these formulas and their text-books furnish all the litera- 
ture necessary for the rest of their lives. They have no taste 
for reading, and not the slightest appreciation of the value of 
medical periodicals. 

And if here and there one of this class is induced to patron- 
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ize a journal, or furnish a contribution, the letter is written in 
such style, that the editor must either throw it into his basket 
of waste paper, so far re-write it, that the author would not 
recognize it as his, or let it appear in such condition as to dis- 
grace the pages of his journal. It is directly to this imperfect 
education of the profession, that medical journalism owes both 
its limited patronage and the literary imperfections which have 
so frequently subjected it to disparaging criticism. The physi- 
cian whose mind has been early disciplined by study, and fed 
with the bread of science, will be just as much lost without one 
or more medical periodicals, as is the clergyman without his 
church paper, or the politician without his party organ. 

The second efficient cause of instability in medical journals 
was stated to be, the imperfect arrangements of those who 
undertake their editorial supervision and publication. The his- 
tory of a large proportion of them may be briefly stated as 
follows: 

The Faculty of a College wants an organ; or one or two 
young men, laudably ambitious, think that an editorial position 
would both give them notoriety and access to the current medi- 
cal literature; and in either case, a bookseller, or publisher, or 
some other business firm, who can be made to think that the 
proposed journal would be a profitable medium for advertising 
his own wares, and that enough additional advertisements can 
be obtained to pay a large part of the expense of publication, is 
sought out, a bargain made, a prospectus issued, soon followed 
by the first number of the work. The members of the college 
faculty whose names have been put on as editors, or the am- 
bitious young men whose names occupy that position, have 
provided no reliable corps of reporters to furnish what can be 
gleaned from the Hospitals and Medical Societies, if any such 
exist in the neighborhood ; they have no resources for original 
matter, except the voluntary contributions of members of the 
profession, and what is equally bad, they have no positive views 
of medical polity, medical education, or sanitary science, with 
which to give their own editorial space a positiveness and indi- 
Viduality calculated to attract attention and command respect. 
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By personal solicitation, they succeed in obtaining contribu- 
tions enough from their friends to make a respectable show of 
original matter for the first few numbers, but this resource js 
soon exhausted, and they are obliged to increase their selec- 
tions from other journals, to fill up the required number of 
pages; the fear of offending some interest, whose patronage is 
needed, deters from doing more in the editorial department 
than to write commendatory notices of bcoks, or call attention 
to some new advertisement, until heartily tired of the enter- 
prise, they discover that they have not sufficient time to devote 
to the work, and either let it die, or induce some new man to 
undertake it, and go through the same process. 

In other instances, where the editor holds out more tena- 
ciously, notwithstanding his scanty supply of material, the 
publisher, after one or two years, discovers that the benefit he 
derives from the advertising medium is not equal to the def- 
ciency of receipts as compared with the expenditures, and he 
withdraws, leaving another printer to be found, who, in tur, 
arrives at the same conclusion in a few months. If the fore- 
going views are correct, in regard to the causes of the insuffici- 
ent patronage, instability and imperfections of medical periodi- 
cals, in this country, the remedies are obvious. Nothing short 
of a higher standard of education, both preliminary and medi- 
cal, on the part of those who enter the profession and a more 
correct appreciation of the arrangements and qualifications 
required for mainiaining a creditable medical journal, will 
remedy the evils. The first would multiply the number of 
readers and ensure the proper merit in their contributions, 
while the second would speedily arrest the tendency to make 
inconsiderate efforts to establish new journals. 

Towards the accomplishment of these purposes, this Associa- 
tion has it in its power to contribute much. Prominent among 
the declared objects of this Association, as set forth in the act 
of its organization, are the cultivation of friendly relations and 
mutual assistance, concert of action in support of improve- 
ments in the present system of medical education, and of a 
higher standard of preliminary attainments for those who pro- 
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pose to enter upon the study of medicine, and in promoting 
generally the value and efficiency of our periodical medical 
literature. 

If all those who occupy the responsible position of editors oj 
medical periodicals in this country, will co-operate, by becoming 
members of this organization, and prove true to its principles 
and purposes, it can wield a more direct and powerful influence 
for good, both in elevating the character of American medical 
journalism, and in increasing the honor and usefulness of the 
whole profession, than any other organization in existence. 
You who control the medical press hold in your hands the main 
avenues through which the great mass of the professional mind 
can be reached and influenced. You have the means and the 
power, if you choose to use them, to mould the public senti- 
ment of the profession and concentrate it on the accomplish- 
ment of any desirable object, with an irresistable force. 

Dr. Theophilus Parvin, at whose suggestion this Association 
was formed last year, stated, as one of the reasons for such 
action, that the editors of the medical periodical press were not 
exerting that positive influence on the medical public which 
belonged to their position, simply because a large part of them 
maintained a studied silence on all the important topics to 
which we have alluded, while others break their silence only 
by an occasional facetious remark. Is it not time, gentlemen, 
that this apathy, this studied silence, on topics of so much 
importance, was abandoned? Is its continuance compatible 
with a just appreciation of the importance of our position and 
of our individual responsibility? If we have assumed positions 
that give us the power to wield an important influence for good, 
are we not justly responsible for the enlightened and efficient 
exercise of that power? These are questions that must be 
answered to our own consciences. 

Then, let us perpetuate and extend our organization. Let 
each member honestly cultivate friendly relations with every 
other. Let us take concerted action, by out-spoken, candid, 
full discussion of the vital questions involved in the elevation of 
the standard of medical education, until the great evils univer- 
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sally acknowledged to exist are removed, and the profession in 
our country rests on an educational basis commensurate with 
the extent of its science and the nobleness of its art. But in 
all our work, let us remember that personalities are not argu- 
ments; that to pull down a rival is not equivalent to building 
oneself up; and that it takes far less time to inflict a wound 
than to heal it. Finally, my brethren of the editorial frater- 
nity, let us justly appreciate both the influence and the respon- 
sibility which attaches to the position we occupy, and with hon- 
est, earnest purpose wield the one and respond to the other, in 
such a manner as will advance the true interests of our profes- 
sion, because, in so doing, we shall most efficiently promote the 
interests of humanity. 


On motion of Dr. Storer, the President was voted the thanks 
of the Association for his address, and its publication was re- 
quested, in any mode which he regarded as most practicable 
and politic. 

The President announced that he would print the whole of 
these proceedings, including the address, and send advance 
sheets to the various medical journals of the country. 

Dr. N. 8. Davis was appointed Committee on Revision, to 
report at the next meeting. 

On motion of Dr. Bemiss, Dr. J. M. Toner, of D.C., was 
requested to read, at the next annual meeting, a paper upon the 
‘“‘Curiosities of the Literature of American Medical Journals.” 

On motion of Dr. Bowling, it was agreed by the Editors 
present that each should furnish Dr. Toner his Journal for the 
coming year, free of charge, that he might be enabled to carry 
the wishes of the Association into effect, without too great pre- 
sonal expenditure. 

On motion, adjourned to meet on the Monday preceding the 
meeting of the American Medical Association for 1871, and at 


the same place. 
S. M. BEMISS, Acting Secretary. 
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INDIANA STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


This organization commenced its twentieth annual session in 
Indianapolis, in the lecture room of the Indiana Medical College, 
corner of Delaware and Court Streets, at 9 o'clock, May 17, 
1870. 

Dr. Gho. Sutton, of Aurora, took the Chair, and called the 
Society to order. 

Dr. G. V. Woolen, of Indianapolis, the worthy Secretary for 
several years past, read the following list of officers, members, 
and delegates who were present: 


OFFICERS. 
Geo. Surron, Aurora, President. 
G. W. Wooten, M.D., Indianapolis, Secretary. 
W. J. Extstun, M.D., Indianapolis, Assistant-Secretary. 


PERMANENT MEMBERS. 

Dr. C. E. Wright, J. P. Avery, D. H. Oliver, W. J. Elstun, 
G. W. Woolen, L. D. Waterman, F. S. Newcomer, J. K. Bige- 
low, W. B. Fletcher, G. W. Mears, J. M. Kitchen, J. H. Wood- 
burn, T. B. Harvey, O. Everts, J. A. Comingor, R. N. Todd, 
Theo. Parvin, Indianapolis; John Arnold, W. W. Arnold, M. 
Sexton, John Moffet, Rushville; N. P. Howard, Greenfield; 
J. W. Powell, Rockfield; Benj. Newland, Bedford; V. Kersey, 
D. Clarke, J. F. Hibberd, J. R. Weist, R. E. Houghton, Rich- 
mond; F. W. Beard, Harrodsburg; F. J. C. Rawlins, A. C. 
Dillon, N. H. Canady, Knightstown; W. Hobbs, Carthage; 
F. J. Van Vorhis, Stockwell; J. I. Rooker, Castleton; H. D. 
Wood, Angola; H. V. Passage, J. H. Helm, Peru; R. G. 
Graydon, Southport; A. J. McLeod, Burnsville; W. Scott, 
W. K. Mavity, J. M. Darnell, Kokomo; J. A. Nesbit, Allison- 
ville; W. G. McFadden, London; L. Kern, L. ©. Miller, Alto; 
M. H. Bounel, Lebanon; N. D. Gaddy, Vernon; T. H. Lane, 
Northfield; J. B. Cox, Frankfort; J. H. Stuart, Spiceland; 
8. C. Thomas, Milroy; M. H. Harding, Lawrenceburg; Wm. 
Lomax, J. R. Shively, Marion; J. Pennington, J. E. Swiney, 
Milton; Wm. Davidson, Madison; J. M. Gray, Noblesville; 
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James Thompson, Harrison, Ohio; I. N. Parr, Zionville; Irv- 
ing Sunman, Versailles; I. M. Rosenthal, Fort Wayne; E. H. 
Crippen, Moscow; J. V. Hoss, Tetersburg. 

DELEGATES. 

Dr. S. M. Martin, Greenfield; E. N. Tull, Ogden; Edwin 
Cain, Greensboro; 8. A. Troy, Eden; A. B. Castertine, Beeeh- 
grove; G. W. H. Kemper, W. S. Andrew, Muncie; I. C. 
Walker, W. P. Warring, Richmond: H. G. Todd, Danville; 
W. F. Harvey, Plainfield; C. Robins, Brooklyn; Samuel Scho- 
field, Hamiiton; A. P. Mitten, Columbia City; A. W. Davis, 
Indianapolis; B. 8. Woodworth, Fort Wayne. 

Permanent members reported: 

S. E. Munford, Princeton; E. Mendenhall, Zionsville; W. G. 
Moore, Indianapolis; D. H. Harding, Batesville. 


EveNiInG@ SEssIon. 

Dr. L. D. Waterman, of Indianapolis, moved that the annual 
address of the President be received this evening at 8 o’clock, 
and be made the special order for that hour. The motion was 
agreed to. 

CREDENTIALS.—Drs. V. Kersey, of Richmond, W. H. Arnold, 
of Rushville, and L. D. Waterman, of Indianapolis, were ap- 
pointed a standing committee of inquiry as to the qualifications 
of applicants for membership, and upon their favorable report 
to the Society, a vote of two-thirds of the members present shall 
be necessary for the election of each one thus recommended. 

SEcRETARY’S REporT.—Dr. Woolen, the Secretary, laid be- 
fore the Society, his annual report in writing. On motion, Drs. 
Waterman, Johnson, and A. B. Casterline, were appointed a 
committee to consider and report on the suggestions contained 
in it. 

Five Minute Rutze.—Dr. W. Hobbs, of Carthage, sub- 
mitted a resolution limiting remarks on any one subject to five 
minutes, and debarring any member from speaking more than 
once on the same subject till other members had been heard, 
unless by unanimous consent. 

Dr. J. F. Hibberd, of Richmond, moved to lay it on the table. 
Agreed to. 
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Essays.—The President announced the order for reports 
from committees appointed last year to prepare papers on 
special subjects. 

Dr. J. H. Woodburn, of Indianapolis, in reply to a call for 
his report, stated that as the Committee on the Presentation of 
the Symptoms and Treatment of Incipient Insanity, he had 
endeavored, but in vain, to condense the subject in one paper, 
consequently he asked to be excused. 

Dr. G. W. Mears, of Indianapolis, reported that the com- 
mittee on the Most Effective Remedies for Arresting Uterine 
Hemorrhage, will submit a paper at the proper time. 

Dr. M. Sexton, of Rushville, announced no report on Tetanus. 

Dr. G. V. Woolen, that he would submit a report on Syphilis. 

Dr. F. J. Van Vorhis, Stockwell, an essay on the Psychical 
Influence upon the Organization of Structures, which he pro- 
posed to substitute for the subject assigned to him last year, 
namely: Mental Influences in Disease. 

VotunTaRY Essays.—The President then called for volun- 
tary papers, and the following were reported ready for presen- 
tation when called for: 

By Dr. W. Hobbs, Carthage, on Surgical Operations in 
the Removal of Bones of the Skull. 

By Dr. C. E. Wright, Indianapolis, on Diseases of the Ear. 

By Dr. L. D. Waterman, Indianapolis, on Relapsing Fever. 

By R. E. Houghton, Richmond, on Dislocations of the Hip. 

By Dr. H. V. Lassage, Peru, on Reduction of Dislocations 
of the Hip-joint. Also, 

By Dr. V. Kersey, Richmond, (in pursuance of a direction 
by a vote of the Wayne County Medical Society) on the condi- 
tion of the Medical Staff in the United States Navy. 

Pustic CHARITIES.—Dr. J. R. Weist, Richmond, chairman 
of the committee appointed last year to consider the propriety 
of petitioning the State Legislature to constitute and organize 
a Board of Public Charities, announced that he had a report. 

CREDENTIALS.—The committee on qualifications of members 
were duly authorized and empowered to act as a committee on 
credentials. 
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Society Seat.—On motion, by Dr. J. I. Rooker, Castleton, 
a resolution was adopted authorizing the publishing committee 
and the Secretary, to purchase an appropriate seal for the use 
of this Society. 

DELINQUENT MemBers.—Dr. W. B. Fletcher, Indianapolis, 
submitted a resolution declaring that the names of all members 
of this Society, who shall fail to pay the annual assessment for 
three years in succession, after due notification by the Seere- 
tary, shall be dropped from the roll. 

Dr. Woodburn moved to amend, by making the resolution 
extend three years beyond the present year. Rejected. 

The resolution was then adopted by a rising vote. 

In Memory oF Dr. J. S. Bopss.—The Jay County Medical 
Society transmitted, through Secretary Woolen, resolutions of 
respect to the memory of Dr. J. S. Bobbs, Indianapolis. 

On motion, they were laid on the table for the present. 

Dr. Hobbs said: Mr. President—Dr. Bobbs for years was : 
member of this Society; was once in its chair as our President, 
and he occupied a prominent position as a medical teacher in 
this State. I, therefore, think it proper for this Society to do 
more then pass formal resolutions on this occasion. It occurs 
to me as proper. 

I have had this on my mind without the knowledge that these 
resolutions would be presented. If in order, I offer the follow- 
ing:— 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to prepare a 
paper giving a short biographical sketch of the late Dr. J. 8. 
Bobbs, embracing, also, an account of his professional character 
and labors, and resolutions of our respect and esteem for hin, 
and present the same to the Secretary of this body, to be em- 
bodied in the published transactions. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Pustic CHARITIES.—On motion, Dr. Weist read his written 
report referred to and described above. It embodies a resolu- 
tion that a committee be appointed by this Society, to petition 
the State Legislature to enact a law providing for a State Board 
of Public Charities, similar to those now existing in Massachv- 
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setts, Ohio, Illinois, and other States, and to take such other 
steps as they may deem necessary to secure such legislation. 

Dr. Woodburn moved that the report be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publication, with a view to its incorporation in the 
published proceedings of this meeting. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Dr. Waterman, the President was authorized 
to appoint five members who shall constitute the committee con- 
templated in the resolves embodied in the report of the Commit- 
tee on Public Charities. 

Navy Suregons.—Dr. Kersey, presented the paper on the 
condition of the Medical Staff in the United States Navy. It 
refers to the case of Dr. Greene, a Passed-Assistant Surgeon in 
the U.S. Navy, who was ordered by the Captain to strike from 
the sick list the name of a seaman, and because he refused, he 
was court-martialed and reprimanded. He recommended the 
adoption of a resolution that medical men will keep out of the 
naval service until guaranteed better treatment. 

The resolution embraced in the paper was adopted, and th2 
paper as a whole was referred to the committee for publication 
in the Society’s transactions. 

On motion of Dr. R. N. Todd, Indianapolis, a copy was or- 
dered to be transmitted to the American Medical Society, and 
to the Surgeon-General. 

The Society then took a recess for dinner. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The President resumed the chair at 2 o’clock P.M. 

Tuanks.—A vote of thanks was passed to the Faculty of the 
Indianapolis Medical College, for the use of the Principal Lec- 
ture Room, in which the sessions of this Society are being held. 

NeEPpHRITIS.—A note, as a report, on the Pathognomic Signs 
of Nephritis, was read by Dr. J. H. Comingor, of Indianapolis, 
stating he knew none but what were in the text-books. 

Dr. G. W. Mears, of the same city, submitted a well pre- 
pared essay on Puerperal Hemorrhage, which was discussed by 
Drs. Hibberd, Woolen, Lomax, Todd, Wishard. Passage, Har- 
vey, Rooker, Clark, Pennington, Waterman, and Mears. 
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PROFESSIONAL ADVERTISING.—Dr. J. Thompson, of Harrj- 
son, Ohio, presented an argument against the action of the 
American Medical Association, on the subject of “specialists’” 
advertising. 

A motion being made to refer this paper, Dr. Woodburn 
would not sit still and see the code of ethics stabbed in this 
way, without raising his voice in the negative. 

Thereupon the motion was so changed as to make this paper 
the special order for to-morrow afternoon, at two o'clock. 

The motion, as modified, was agreed to. 

Dr. F. J. Van Vorhis, then read a paper on the Psychical 
Influence upon the Organization of Structures. 

On motion by Dr. Hibberd, it was laid on the table till after 
the President’s address shall be disposed of this evening. 

And then came recess till eight o’clock P.M. 



















Niet SEssIon. 

Dr. J. F. Hibberd was called to the Chair, and— 

The President, Dr. George Sutton, read his address on 
‘Man's Power over Nature; the Science of Medicine as a 
Means by which He Aids and Controls the Laws of Life.” 

It was referred to the Committee on Publication, and a vote 
of thanks was tendered the President for his able and philv- 











sophical address. 

Dr. Van Voruts’ Paper.—Dr. Van Vorhis’ paper, read 
this afternoon, titled ‘The Psychical Influence upon the Or 
ganization of Structures,” having been made the special order 
for this time in the session, it was taken up and discussed Drs. 
Kersey, Lomax, Stuart, Rosenthal, Elstun, and Van Vorhis. 

The paper was then referred to the Publishing Committee. 

CoMMITTEE ON NomINaTIoNs.—On motion, the President 

appointed a Committee of five, to nominate officers for tle 
ensuing year, viz.: Drs. Clark, Waterman, Moffet, Wishard, 
and Passage. And then the Society adjourned till to-morro¥ 
morning, at eight o’clock. 
















Seconp Day. 
The President, Dr. Sutton, took the Chair, at 9 o’clock A.J) 
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The Committee on Credentials presented favorable reports, 
which were concurred in. 

PUBLICATION OF THE CoNsTITUTION.—Dr. Hibberd offered 
the following: 


Resolved, That the Secretaries of this Society be requested 
to incorporate into the Constitution and By-Laws all the amend- 
ments and alterations that have been made since their last 
publication, including those of this year, and publish the same 
in the volume of transactions for the current year. 

The resolution was adopted. 

AMENDMENT TO THE By-Laws.—On motion by Dr. Hibberd, 
the By-Laws were amended by adding a new section as follows; 

Section 6. Every person claiming to be a member of this 
Society shall, before he be allowed to take part in the proceed- 
ings, give his name to the Secretary and pay two dollars. 

PRACTITIONER'S LicensE.—Secretary Woolen laid before the 
Society a preamble and series of resolutions adopted by the 
American Medical Association, at its session in New Orleans, 
in May, 1869. One of the resolutions requests each State 
Medical Society to appoint annually one or more Boards of 
Examiners, whose duty it shall be to meet at suitable times and 
places, for the examination of all persons, whether graduates of 
college or not, who propose to enter upon the practice of 
medicine in their respective States, except such as have been 
previously examined and licensed by a similar Board, in some 
other State. 

On motion, the President was authorized to appoint a select 
Committee of three, whose duty it shall be to consider these 
resolutions and report thereon, if deemed advisable, this after- 
hoon. 

The President, thereupon, made Drs. J. F. Hibberd, R. N. 
Todd, and T. Parvin said Committee. 


Tue Prestpent’s ADpREss.—On motion, Drs. Hobbs, Har- 
vey, and Passage were named as a Select Committee, to which 
was referred the President’s Annual Address, with instructions 
to report thereon this afternoon. 





The Chicago Medical Examiner. (July, 


ou 


Essay on Syputiis.—Dr. Woolen, being called upon by the 
President, proceeded to read his paper on Syphilis. 

On motion by Dr. Clark, it was referred to the Committee 
on Publication. 

DELEGATE FROM OnI0.—Dr. Passage introduced Dr. $. §, 
Gray, a delegate from the Ohio State Medical Society, whose 
presence was acknowledged by applause. 

CARIES OF THE SkuLut.—Dr. Hobbs’ report of an operation 
for syphilitic caries of the skull being called for, was now 
read. It gave rise to some little running discussion. 

On motion by Dr. Waterman, this paper was laid on the 
table, and, together with Dr. Woolen’s essay on Syphilis, were 
made the special order for 5 o’clock this afternoon. 

Erection oF OrFicers.—Dr. Clark, from the Committee on 
Nomination of Officers for the ensuing year, made the following 


report: 
President—Dr. R. N. Todd, of Indianapolis. 
Vice-President—Dr. I. N. Rosenthal, of Fort Wayne. 
Secretary—Dr. G. V. Woolen, of Indianapolis. 
Assistant-Secretary—Dr. W. J. Elstun, of Indianapolis. 


Treasurer—Dr. James H. Woodburn, of Indianapolis. 

Librarian—Dr. A. W. Davis, of Indianapolis. 

The report was concurred in. 

DisLocaTION OF THE Hrip-Joint.—Dr. Passage being called 
upon, then read his paper on ‘Reduction of Dislocation of the 
Hip-Joint, of eleven days’ standing.” 

Dr. R. E. Haughton, of Richmond, presented a report upon the 
dislocation of the hip; some of the causes which interfere with 
reduction; principles of the Flexion method, etc., illustrated by 
specimens, and drawings on the blackboard. 

When he had concluded— 

On motion of Dr. Waterman, the Society took a recess till 2 
o’clock P.M. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

President Sutton, being engaged upon the appointment of 
Committees, at 2 oclock, on motion, Dr. Hibberd took the chair, 
and called the Society to order. 
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PROFESSIONAL ADVERTISING.—On motion of Dr. Woodburn, 
the special order for this hour, Dr. Jas. Thompson’s paper, 
concerning the publication of cards, circulars, or advertise- 
ments by specialists, was referred to the Committee on Ethics. 

DisLocaTION OF H1p-Jo1nts.—The papers pending at the 
hour of recess for dinner were referred to the Committee on 
Publication, on motion of Dr. Harvey. 

DIsEASES OF THE Ear.—Dr. C. E. Wright, of Indianapolis, 
being called upon for his paper on Purulent Aural Catarrh, 
came forward and read it. Referred to the Committee on 
Publication. 

Dr. Rooker offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That this Society recommend the profession of the 
State to subscribe for, and contribute papers to, the Indiana 
Medical J ourna l ° 

The President pro tem., in behalf of President Sutton, an- 
nounced the Committee to prepare and submit to the State 
Legislature a petition for the enactment of a law providing for 
a State Board of Public Charities, namely: Drs. Ryland T. 
Brown, Patrick H. Jameson, James H. Woodburn, Orpheus 
Evarts, and James F. Hibberd. 

Dr. Lomax, in behalf of Treasurer Lyons, unavoidably ab- 
sent, submitted the Treasurer’s Annual Report, which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Dr. E. Mendenhall, of Zionville, then read his paper, titled 
“The Utility of Ergot in Facilitating Labor.” 

On motion, this paper was referred to the Committee on 
Publication. 

FryancraL.—Dr. Harding, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported the accounts of the Secretary and Treasurer correct, 
and recommended an assessment of $2 per member, to meet 
current expenses. 

The report was concurred in. 

THanks TO THE Datty Papers.—Dr. Thad. M. Stevens 
offered the following: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society are due, and are 

28 
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hereby tendered to, the daily press of this city, and especially 
to the Journal and Sentinel, for their more than ordinary accu- 
rate and full reports of our proceedings. 

The resolution was adopted nem. con. 

PRACTITIONER'S LicenNsE.—Dr.* Hibberd, from the Special 
Committee thereon, returned the preamble and resolutions of 
the American Medical Association, touching the admission of 
new men into the ranks of practicing physicians, reported it 
clearly impossible to find time for the deliberate consideration 
of the subject, in the few remaining hours of this meeting, and 
therefore the Committee recommend the reference of the resolu- 
tions to a Special Committee, for digestion, with instructions to 
report next year. 

On motion, the report was referred back to the same Com- 
mittee, with instructions to consider the subject and report at 
the next annual meeting. 

Tur PRESIDENT’Ss ANNUAL ADDRESS.—Dr. Hobbs, from the 
Special Committee on the President’s Address, submitted a 
report, recommending that Dr. George Sutton himself be re- 
quested to report a paper to the next year’s meeting on “The 
Nature, Pathology, and Treatment of Milk Sickness, and its 
relation to what is called ‘Trembles,’ in Inferior Animals.” 

Also, that some one be appointed to report at the same time 
Biographical Sketches of Physicians who have died in the 
State. Dr. J. H. Stuart, Spiceland, was appointed. 

Also, some one to prepare a report on the changes, if any, in 
the types, which the diseases of the State are undergoing. 

The Chair appointed Dr. G. W. Mears, Indianapolis. 

Also, that a Committee of one from each Congressional Dis- 
trict be appointed to collect and collate facts relating to the 
health of their different localities, medical statistics, etc. 

Subsequently the Society selected the said Committee, wiz.: 

1st District—Dr. Daniel Morgan, Evansville. 

2d District-—Dr. Wm. Clapp, New-Albany. 

3d District—Dr. A. G. Boynton, Elizabethtown. 

4th District—Dr. S. M. Martin, Greenfield. 

5th District—Dr. Henry G. Todd, Danville. 
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6th District—Dr. T. H. Rice. 

7th District—Dr. J. H. Adams. 

8th District-—Dr. W. K. Mavity, Kokomo. 

9th District—Dr. N. H. Kennedy, Knightstown. 

10th District—Dr. A. D. Wood. 
llth District-—Dr. Lewis Humphreys, South Bend. 

CeRTIFICATES OF MeMBERSHIP.— Dr. Kersey, from the 
Special Committee on the Secretary’s report, recommended the 
granting of certificates, signed by the President and Secretary, 
and sealed with the seal of the Society, to any member in. good 
standing about to remove from the State. 

The report was concurred in. 

PERMANENT Members.— The following additional names 
were recorded. R.C. Moore, Belleville; C. N. Blount, Tip- 
ton; John Rea, Newcastle; George Sutton, Aurora; I. J. 
Adams, North Salem; Wood Cook, Pendleton; J. M. Wishard, 
T. B. Noble, Greenwood; B. Ward, P. H. Jameson, Indiana- 
polis; W. Lockhart, W. J. Hoadley, Danville; M. V. B. New- 
comer, Tipton. 

DeLEGATES.—H. M. Minesinger, Sulphur Springs; J. W. 
Badger, Fremont; T. C. Rich, Indianapolis; J. J. Saville, Ko- 
komo; G. M. Adams. Frankfort; G. W. Leutz, Lawrenceburg. 

THanks TO Dr. Kitcuen.—Dr. Harvey offered the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved, That this Society accept the offer of Dr. J. M. 
Kitchen to furnish the complete files of the transactions; and 
we hereby tender our thanks to him for the same, and instruct 
the Librarian to have the same preserved in the Library. 

The resolution was adopted. 

List oF DELEGATES.—Dr. Clark, from the Committee.on 
Nominations, recommended as delegates to the American Med- 
ical Association, Drs. V. Kersey, Thad. M. Stevens, G. Sutton, 
M. H. Harding, W. Scott, W. K. Mavity, J. P. Avery, J. F. 
Hibberd, J. R. Weist, A. P. Mitten, H. V. Passage, B. New- 
land, J. I. Rooker, W. Lockhart, J. C. Walker, S. C. Tomlin- 
son, N. D. Gaddy. 

The report was concurred in. 
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Subsequently, on motion of Dr. Clark, it was 

Ordered, That any gentleman may become a delegate by re. 
porting his name to the Secretary, previous to the publication 
of the transactions of this meeting in book form. 

On motion by Dr. Elstun, it was 

Resolved, That any member of this Society who desires to 
attend the Ohio State Medical Society be furnished a certificate 
as delegate. 

Tue Next AnnuAL MestIne.—The President pro tem. sug- 
gested that as the American Medical Association meets next 
year in San Francisco, California, on the 2d Tuesday in May, 
Delegates from this Society could not return to our meeting un- 
less the time be changed. 

Thereupon, Dr. Passage moved that the next meeting of this 
Society be held on the 2d Tuesday in April next. 

Dr. Weist moved to amend by fixing the time for the 2d 
Tuesday in June, 1871, at 9 o’clock A. M. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The motion as amended was then adopted. 

ReLapPsine Fever.—Upon a call from the President pro 
tempore, 

Dr. Waterman read his voluntary paper on Relapsing 
Fever, and requested that it should not be referred for publica. 
tion, as it was prepared in great haste, because he expected a 
dearth of reports this year. 

It gave rise to a brief discussion, in which Drs. Clark, Van 
Vorhis, Rooker, and others took part, in which regrets were ex- 
pressed that Dr. Waterman had not put his report in such 
shape as that he would consent to its publication in the transac- 
tions of the Society. 

On motion by Dr. Kersey, the thanks of the Society were 
tendered Dr. Waterman for his paper. 

Sranpine ComMitrees.—The President announced the fol- 
lowing standing committees for the ensuing year: 

On Prize Essays—Drs. T. Parvin, G. W. Mears, and D. Clark. 

On Ethics—Drs. T. B. Harvey, F. H. Woodburn, James 
Thompson, J. M. Kitchen, and C. N. Blount. 
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On Arrangements—Drs. L. D. Waterman, A. W. Davis, W. 
W. Foley, J. A. Comingor and W. G. Moore. 

On Finance—Drs. W. Lockhart, F. J. Van Vorhis, H. V. 
Passage, W. K. Mavity, and J. Moffet. 

On Publication—Drs. G. V. Woolen, W. J. Elstun, L. D. 
Waterman, C. E. Wright, and W. B. Fletcher. 

SpecraAL Essayists.—Were also announced, tv wit: 

Dr. M. H. Harding, Lawrenceburg, on Hydrate of Chloral. 

Dr. J. F. Hibbard, Richmond, on the Progress of Medicine. 
, Dr. W. B. Fletcher, Indianapolis, on the formation of the 
Placenta. 

Dr. John Moffet, Rushville, on such subject as he may choose. 

Dr. Dugan Clark, Richmond, on Chloroform in Obstretrics. 

Dr. W. Hobbs, Carthage, on Alcoholic Stimulants in the 
Treatment of Disease. 

Dr. C. E. Wright, Indianapolis, on Diseases of the Eye. 

Dr. J. R. Weist, Richmond, on a subject to be selected. 

Dr. W. Lomax, Marion, to select his own subject. 

Dr. 8. C. Thomas, Milroy, on Hemorrhage in Typhoid Fever. 

Dr. W. J. Elstun, on Therapeutics of Bromide of Potassium. 

Dr. B. S. Woodworth, Fort Wayne, to select his own subject. 

Dr. Theo. Parvin, Indianapolis, on Fibrous Tumors of the 
Uterus. 

Dr. T. B. Harvey, Indianapolis, on Laceration of the Per- 
ineum. 

Dr. C. N. Blount, Tipton, subject to be selected. 

Dr. V. Kersey, Richmond, on Inflammation. 

SyPHILIs.—The President pro tem. announced the subject 
matter (the two papers on Syphilis) made the special order for 
discussion at five o’clock. 

Drs. Woolen, Harding, Seville, Hobbs, Waterman, and 
Haughton made remarks on the subject. 

The paper of Dr. Hobbs was referred to the Committee on 
Publishing. Dr. Woolen’s already having been referred. 

THANKS TO THE PresIDENT.—Dr. Waterman moved a vote 
of thanks to our worthy President for discharging his duties 
so acceptably during the present session. 
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The motion was agreed to. 
President Sutton acknowledged the compliment in a few per- 
tinent remarks. 
The Society adjourned till the second Tuesday of June, 1871, 
GEORGE SUTTON, President. 
G. V. WOOLEN, Seeretary. 


ee 





THE CHICAGO MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


This Society holds its regular meetings during the summer, 
on the first and third Monday of every month. 

The subject for discussion, on June 20th, was the constipa- 
tion of infants, its causes and medical treatment. Drs. Quine, 
Paoli, Fitch, Davis, and Gray expressed their views. They all 
condemned the use of strong purgatives and injections; the 
former as liable to increase the difficulty, and the latter to dis- 
tend and weaken the muscular fibres. 

Dr. Paoli had used a wax bougie, to excite the peristaltic 
action of the bowel, and recommended suppositories of tallow 
or soap, for the same purpose. Dr. Fitch had found much 
benefit from electricity, applied to the back and along the 
course of the colon, also from a prescription containing— 

R. Tinct. Aloes, 
Syrup Ipecac, 
Fl. Ex. Rhubarb. 

Dr. Davis believed much of the difficulty arose from a lack 
of the peristaltic action of the bowel, and to stimulate their 
fibres, often used with a beneficial effect minute doses of tinct’ 
nux vomica, perhaps, 1 drop; syrup ipecac, perhaps, 5 drops; 
and might add, sometimes, with benefit, syrup rhubarb or tinct. 
belladonna. 

Dr. Gray thought hydrastin and nux vomica would succeed 
well. 

Dr. Holmes presented some interesting pathological speci- 
mens from the eye, one a melanotic, and another of which, he 
thinks, there are but six similar on record—a non-pulsating 
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erectile tumor. This being removed, the eye resumed its origi- 
nal position in the orbit. 





Ghe Clinic. 


MERCY HOSPITAL. 
Tuurspay, June 10th, 1870. 

Dropsy.—Prof. Davis presented to the class an elderly man, 
robust, and in apparently good health. He complains of swell- 
ing in his face, some pain in his back and head, and of being 
easily tired during exertion. His legs are white, bloodless, 
hard and doughy, pitting readily upon pressure. The swelling 
commenced in the feet and ankles, about three months ago, and 
was gradually extending up the legs, while his strength was 
gradually declining. Position materially affects the swelling; 
the most dependent parts, whether face, back, hands, or legs, 
becoming cedematous. Hence, this is called general dropsy, to 
distinguish it from circumscribed, as when the fluid is contained 
in a cavity, or some locality exclusively. 

If the fluid was contained in the cavity of the peritoneum, 
pericardium, pleura, ventricles of the brain, under the arach- 
noid, or in the air-cells of the lungs, or if it were confined 
to one limb, on account of some obstruction to the circulation, 
it would be local dropsy. When general dropsy affects the 
system, it must depend upon one of three causes, viz.: disease 
of the heart, kidney, or anemia. This patient has had no 
malarial poison or hemorrhages, to affect and diminish the red 
corpuscles, and leave the blood in a watery condition. The 
history and appearance of the patient verify this conclusion. 
There is no history of trouble with the heart, neither does the 
stethoscope reveal any. An examination of the urine by the 
usual tests showed an abundance of albumen. The Prof. very 
carefully showed the tests to be used and the errors to be 
avoided. The facts here stated show that the dropsy, in this 
case, depends on disease of the kidneys; but they do not indi- 
cate clearly the nature of such disease. For the mere exist- 
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ence of albumen in the urine, even in large proportion, does 
not determine fully the nature of the morbid condition of the 
kidneys. It simply shows that something has altered the rela- 


tion between the motion of the blood and the secreting cells of 
the kidney. Whether that alteration depends on temporary 
congestion, inflammatory irritation, or glandular degeneration 
must be determined by the history of the case, aided by micro- 
scopic examination of the urine. If the dropsical symptoms 
have come on rather suddenly, preceded by pain in the back, 
feverishness, and scanty urine, it may be regarded as almost 
certain, that the case is one of nephritic irritation or inflamma- 
tion. Or, if the dropsy has come on more slowly, preceded 
and accompanied by some mechanical obstruction in the urinary 
passages, such as enlarged prostate, or urethral stricture, with- 
out fever, and without much impairment of digestion, and with- 
out the appearances of tubular casts or fat granules in the 
urine, under the microscope, it is highly probable that the 
albuminous quality of the urine is due to congestion of the cor- 
ticle texture of the kidney, without structural change. 

It is to this class of cases that the present patient belongs. 
He has had a stricture of the urethra for a considerable time. 

The indications for treatment are, first, to remove the stric- 
ture by surgical means, which will be done by the Professor of 
Clinical Surgery, Prof. E. Andrews. 

Second, to remove the congested condition of the kidneys, 
by increasing the tonicity of the capillary vessels and the 
quantity of urinary secretion. To accomplish this, he was 
directed the following formula:— 

R. Fi. Ext. Scutellaria, 
Tinct. Mattico, 
Tinct. Digitalis, 
Acetas Potassa, 

Mix. Take one teaspoonful in water before each mealtime, 
and at bedtime. 

ConsuMPTION. — The attention of the class was next called 
to a man of middle age, of strong muscular frame, with a 
cough. The Prof. examined his chest, anteriorly and posteri- 
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orly, and explained carefully the nature of the sounds to be 


heard by auscultation and percussion; after which each member 
of the class used the stethoscope. 

Inspection showed full expansion of the left lung but con- 
striction of the right. Percussion shows greater dulness of 
the right than the left lung. Auscultation reveals, in the right 
lung, a strong, bubbling rale, or submucous ronchus, on inspira- 
tion, more distinct near the end of the act, and a sonorous 
expiration. In the left, a strong bronchial, or exaggerated 
respiratory murmur, showing an increased force of air neces- 
sary to carry on the functions of life, owing to the crippled 
condition of the right. The patient complained of soreness in 
both lungs and pain in coughing. The cough came on sud- 
denly, about five months ago, and had continued uninterrupt- 
edly since. The sputa was now copious, thick, and yellow, 
enveloped in mucus, and never contained blood. In chronic, 
capillary bronchitis, the wheezing in inspiration and expiration 
is prolonged, and there is not dulness on percussion; but, in 
this case, the breath is short and right lung dense. In emphy- 
sema, the air-cells are dilated, causing great clearness on’ per- 
cussion, and labored expiration. If the bronchial tubes were 
blocked up, by exudation, or from pressure, as by an aneurism, 
enlarged gland, a portion of the lung would collapse, excluding 
all air sounds, and causing increased dulness on percussion. 
Neither has there been any history of pneumonia giving rise 
to infiltration and solidification, nor any of the phenomena 
of pleuritie effusion, nor any history which might lead one to 
suppose the formation of a cancerous mass in the lung. But 
there has been all the phenomena of tubercle. The patient 
complained of catching cold and continuing to cough. His 
health became impaired and digestion disturbed, out of propor- 
tion to the local lesions. Emaciation has steadily progressed. 
Breathing growing shorter. The cough has become more har- 
assing, by night and day. There is fever in the afternoon, with 
sweats at night. Pulse 100 in the afternoon, but only 80 in the 
morning. The cause of this fatal scourge is attributed to some 
peculiar property of the blood, which gives rise to congestion 
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and the formation of a caco-plastic or partially organized sub. 
stance called tubercle. At first, the deposits are isolated, 
After a time, they graduaily accumulate and lead to more or 
less consolidation of the part. As the disease advances, these 
soften, and the surrounding living tissue takes on suppurative 
action, which gives rise to the sounds just now heard. 

The indications for treatment, in the second or suppurative 
stage, which is the one presented by the patient before us, are, 
to allay the local pulmonary irritation, to correct coincident 
functional derangements, and to establish a more healthy and 
active assimilation and nutrition. 

In the active, softening stage of pulmonary tuberculosis, 
many cases are accompanied by pain and soreness in some part 
of the chest, severe cough, and fever, especially in the afternoon 
and evening. 

In such cases, the first indication named is one of much 
importance, because, in allaying the local pulmonary irritation, 
we not only lessen pain and soreness, but we greatly retard the 
destruction of tissue and limit the amount of suppuration. In 
the great majority of cases, the following prescription will fulfil 
this indication better than any other that we have tried:— 

Rs. Ammonia Hydrochlor., 
Ant. et Pot. Tartras, 
ee 3g 
Glyzarrhiza Syrup, 5! 

Mix. Take one teaspoonful each morning, noon, teatime, 
and bedtime. 

The most common coincident derangements are those con- 
nected with the digestive organs, such as deficient secretion of 
gastric juice, and consequent flatulency, constipation, and occa- 
sionally diarrhoea. The lecturer stated, that such disorders, 
connected with phthisis, in any stage of its progress, should 
receive careful attention. To make digestion more perfect, 
when the gastric juice is deficient, he recommended a teaspoon- 
ful of the pepsin glycerole (a preparation containing the active 
principle of the rennet in glycerine), immediately after each 
meal. To obviate constipation, one of the following pills may 
be taken each evening :— 
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R. Ext. Hyosciamus, 
Sulph. Ferri, 
Pulv. Aloes, 
Blue Mass, 


Mix. Divide 50 Pills. 

To promote nutrition, and thereby sustain the strength, and 
diminish the tendency to further tuburcular deposits, passive 
exercise in a mild, dry air, as much as possible, plain, simple 
nourishment, and the use of such articles as bismuth and iron, 
Liebig’s ext. malt, etc., are the best means within our reach. 


et em me 


Corvespoutence. 


KNOXVILLE, TENN., May 18th, 1870. 


Pror. Davis,—The Spring has been unusually cool and wet. 
Until April 20th fires were necessary, and snow was seen upon 
the Unaka Mountains. 

As a result, catarrhal affections, to which allusion was made 
in the March number of the Hzaminer, continued to prevail, 
and, in some instances, became pneumonia of a decidedly typhoid 
type. Many cases were continued or remittang and, disposed to 
resist treatment. The prominent characteristics were constip- 
ation, urine scanty, red, and acid, breathing oppressed and 
rapid, with a tendency to coldness of the extremities. 

The blood seemed poisoned by effete matter, which the em- 
unctories failed to eliminate. 

There was copious secretion from the bronchial mucus mem- 
brane, which, in children too young to throw it from the mouth, 
caused much gastric disturbance; the torpidity of the alimen- 
tary canal rendered cathartics a daily necessity, and generally 
mercurials had the best effect—frequently nothing else would 
answer the indications. 

After the disease, yielded by resolution, or expended itself 
by critical terminations, sul. quinin, and other tonics were 
clearly called for. In some cases, there were tertian exacerb- 
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ations, and partial remissions of excitement, when quinin, in 
decided doses, had the effect to suspend somewhat the morbific 
influence and accelerate a cure which nature was striving to 
effect at her more deliberate rate. 

In many localities in E. Tenn., pneumonia has prevailed 
extensively and proved fatal. 

There is a sthenic condition in about every case of disease 
met here, and a decided antiphlogistic course of treatment is 
demanded. Venesection is rarely employed by the old resident 
physicians; but calomel and other reducing agents are freely 
administered. To one who, for nearly thirty years, had prac- 
ticed in the North-West, or interior more properly speaking, 


and met with nothing but the results of malaria, it is an 


¢ 
- 
agreeable change to be located where inflammatory diseases are 
common. 

Roseola prevailed epidemically in April, whole families 
becoming effected simultaneously. The rash came out very 
thickly, and continued for a week, but receding and recurring 
at short intervals. Saline cathartics, with general treatment, 
called for by each case, soon restored the health. 

During the cold and damp weather of Winter and Spring, 
dysmenorrhea is very common here, and I have found iodide 
and bromide of potassium very effectual. The former particu- 
larly if there was a rheumatic diathesis. Amenorrhea, for 
similar reasons, is quite often met with, and bromide potassium, 
with the pil. rhei. comp. and ammoniated tincture of guaiac 
will generally cause a return of the function. I find that hot 
whiskey toddy is very commonly used as a domestic remedy in 
painful menstruation, and some late writer has alluded to the 
effects of alcohol in that affection, in a favorable manner. 

While writing this, I was invited by a medical friend to 
call with him to see a case of temporary insanity. 

The patient is an unmixed African, about thirty years old, 
strong animal development, low retreating forehead, and lips 
nearly an inch in thickness. Since Saturday, the 14th inst., he 
has been wild at times, and to-day became completely frienzied. 
He complains of his head as if it would burst. But little can 
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be learned of his history, except that during the war he 
received an injury upon the top of his head. 

My friend had given chloral hydrate, in ten grain doses 
every two hours; and when we called he had taken two doses. 
[e was quiet, with a cool moist skin, pulse not accelerated, 
but wakeful. The Doctor also gave calomel, in four grain 
doses, with a-quarter grain of tartar emetic, every two hours. 

20th. The patient remained quiet during the night of the 
18th, but yesterday, was as wild as ever, and to-day is peramb- 
ulating the streets with his hand upon his head, complaining 
of pain. Further inquiry has elicited the fact that during the 
war he was present at some religious meeting, where he became 
very much excited, and, that while in this mental condition, 
he received, by accident or otherwise, a blow upon the head as 
above stated. 

The memory of those circumstances, under which the injury 
was received, seems still vivid, and intensified by excitement. 

lis minister states that, of late he has become so much 
excited upon religious matters, while at church, as to be an 
object of fear. 

He talks incoherently of the circumstances under which the 
injury was received, and associates with them his religious 
feelings. 

There must be some local cerebral affection, which may, in 
time, resume its latent state, or disolve itself into a form sooner 
or later to become fatal. I may report further of this case. 


F. K. BAILEY, M.D. 





MECHANICAL Support DuRING Lasor.—An English obstetri- 
cian has contrived an appliance for facilitating labor; which he 
describes in the Lancet as an “obstetric support,” and which, 
according to his account, expedites the work of nature in a re- 
markable manner. It encircles and supports the abdominal 
muscles, ensures the due contraction of the uterus, compresses 
the placental vessels and prevents hemorrhage, rectifies depen- 
dence of the uterus, and supports the back. What with this 
support without, the forceps within, and chloroform in the brain, 
an accouchement is likely to become mere baby-play. —Pacific 
Medical and Surgical Journal. 
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Selections. 


PHYSIOLOGY. 


By WILLIAM T. LUSK, M.D., Professor of Physiology, 
Long Island College Hospital. ’ 


1. The Peptone Theory.—Briicke, in a paper before the 
Academy of Sciences, in Vienna (vide Revue des Cours Scien- 
tifique, No. 50, 1869), expresses his dissent from the commonly- 
received opinion, that albuminoid substances necessarily under- 
go certain important changes before they become absorbed 
during digestion. The idea has its origin in the belief that 
diffusion and filtration take place in the peptones with much 
greater facility than in the albuminoids. Albuminoid sub- 
stances pass with difficulty porous filters, because of their large 
sized molecules. But they are not all alike in this regard. 
The white of an egg passes through a cloth only as a conse- 
quence of strong pressure; whereas the speed with which the 
albumen of Wurtz passes through a filter proves that difficult 
filtration makes no part of the integral properties of natural 
albumen. 

It is claimed that albuminoid substances must be transformed 
into peptones previous to absorption; and by peptones are un- 
derstood modifications of albumen, which neither coagulate 
spontaneously, nor by heat, nor upon the addition of acids. 
This proposition is essentially erroneous. In animals killed 
during absorption, and kept twenty-four to forty-eight hours in 
a cold spot until the muscles were dead, Briicke found on open- 
ing the abdomen that the chyle was coagulated in the lacteals. 
This coagulation was most likely due to the presence of an acid, 
as the experiments were mostly made upon mammalia fed with 
milk, and the contents of the small intestine were likewise 
found in each case both acid and coagulated. The coagulation 
was not due to the admixture of lymph, as it extended to the 
ampulla of Lieberkiihn, from which upon sections the chyle 
could be pressed out in the form of filaments, visible under the 
microscope. Here the quantity of blood-plasma, escaped from 
the capillaries of the-villi, must have been small, and it is 
known that albumen in blood-serum is only precipitated in 
minute quantities on the addition of a very dilute acid. The 
coagulation can hardly have been due to fibrin, for the chyle, 
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taken from the lacteals of mesentery, and mingled with all the 
intestinal lymph, possesses but feeble coagulating powers. 
There is no doubt that the small intestine is capable of absorb- 
ing an albuminoid substance which does not possess the proper- 
ties of the peptones. Aside from the albumen of the pancrea- 
tic juice, there is no difficulty in deriving from the nitrogenized 
alimenti a coagulable albuminoid matter capable of absorption. 
This we do by taking the liquid obtained by tlie digestion of 
meat before those modifications are produced, which result from 
the prolonged action of the gastric juice, neutralizing it until it 
is only feebly acid, when an albuminoid matter is precipitated, 
which again is soluble in an excess of alkali, and can afterward 
be reprecipitated from the alkaline fluid by rendering it once 
more feebly acid. This precipitate, which really forms when 
the bile flows into the duodenum, has furnished Meissner with 
his parapeptone theory. It may dissolve anew in the contents 
of the small intestine. The albuminoid substance thus precipi- 
tated and redissolved may become modified by the pancreatic 
juice; or it may be absorbed cither wholly or in part before it 
has lost the property of separating upon the commencement of 
anacid reaction. If this reaction occurs after death, we would 
have at the same time coagulation of the chyle in the lacteals. 
But can albumen coagulable by heat be absorbed? The pan- 
creatic juice contains an albuminoid body coagulable by heat, 
to which is attributed the role of emulsifying the fats. Fat is 
not only absorbed, but passes into the villi, carried along by 
the current of the liquid holding it in suspension. Now, we 
can hardly admit that passages large enough to permit the 
transit of fat-globules are too small to allow that of the mole- 
cules of the albumen, which has served for their emulsion, and 
if the passages allow the coagulable albumen of the pancreatic 
juice to traverse them, why not the albumen derived from food? 

Bauer kept a dog fasting until the excretion of urea had 
become nearly constant. He then injected solutions of albumen 
into the large intestine, using sometimes peptones, sometimes 
the expressed acid muscular juice, sometimes albumen in a solu- 
tion of salt, and finally albumen that had first been whipped, 
and then allowed to become fluid. In all of the three first 
instances, the large increase in the amount of urea excreted, 
proved that absorption had taken place. 

Now, what is the state in which the albumen derived from 
food arrives in the intestines? Raw meat hashed, mixed with 
a good digestive fluid until the greater part has been dissolved, 
then filtered and neutralized until the precipitate, termed by 
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Meissner parapeptone, is formed, furnishes a fluid after further 
filtration, presenting a fecbly acid reaction, which passes read- 
ily through a filter, and which coagulates with heat. This sol- 
uble albumen is found during artificial digestion for more than 
four hours, even when kept at the temperature of the body at 
which the peptonizing process is most active. Briicke says it 
is not the pepsine, but the acid, that takes from albumen its 
coagulabilty. ‘To restore the latter, we need therefore to com- 
pletely neutralize the fluid. Thus albumen remains soluble 
long enough to pass in that state into the intestine. A dog 
kept fasting for forty-eight hours, and then fed on raw meat, 
was killed two hours after the reception of food. The stomach 
contained a notable quantity of meat in fragments, and a liquid, 
which, after the addition of carbonate of soda, and the produe- 
tion of the precipitate of the neutralization, coagulated upon 
application of heat. The intestine contained a mucous liquid, 
rich in SOLUBLE albumen, and the microscope showed the pres- 
ence of muscular fibres. Absorption was going on actively, and 
the lacteals were filled with chyle. Another modification of 
albumen was sometimes found in the stomach, distinguished 
from the foregoing, by the property of forming a precipitate of 
a gelatinous appearance, in adding to the neutral solution a 
weak solution of acetic acid. In this condition it coagulated 
by heat, a property not possessed when the solution presented 
a neutral reaction. This modification was probably in part due 
to the presence of an increased quantity of phosphatic salts. 
After the ingestion of cooked albumen, however, the products 
of digestion, which have been operated upon by the gastric 
juice, furnish a precipitate when neutralized, but the filtered 
fluid no longer coagulates by heat. As man scarcely employs 
any thing but cooked food, it would seem that the soluble albu- 
men of the system is regenerated either by the precipitable 
albumen, or by some foam of albumen so modified as not to 
coagulate by heat. But.Kiihne has found that the cooked 
fibrin of the blood is so modified by the pancreatic juice as to 
dissolve in a solution of common salt and form a liquid coagu- 
lable by heat; so it is probable that the pancreatic juice forms 
albumen coagulable by heat from the cooked albuminoid sub- 
stances which pass undigested into the small intestine, and 
perhaps even from the precipitated albuminoid matters, which 
are found in the mass of the products of digestion after the 
action of the bile and the neutralization of the acid they contain. 
In the small intestine there is a notable quantity of soluble 
albumen, coagulable by heat, even when cooked meat has been 
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used, which, however, proves nothing, as it may be derived from 
the pancreatic juice. Briicke obtained chyle from the lacteals 
by suction through a glass tube, and found that, when the 
contents were brought rapidly to the boiling-point in a tube 
placed in an oil-bath, they coagulated. But this may have 
been due, possibly, either to pancreatic juice, or to the lymph 
contained in the lacteals. This much, however, is certain, that 
there takes place an absorption of albuminoids which do not 
possess the properties of the peptones. 

Briicke found it required fifteen hours to convert parapep- 
tones into peptones at a temperature of 38° Celsius. Meissner 
says he never knew the transformation effected in so short a 
time. Mulder found that it required thirty-two hours, at a 
temperature of 40° Celsius, to completely change albuminoids 
into peptones. In the female, with the intestinal fistula ob- 
served by Busch, aliments began to pass out of the fistula at 
the end of from fifteen to thirty minutes, and digestion was 
completed, after a full repast, in three or four hours. In so 
short a time the conversion of albuminoids into peptones must 
have been relatively incomplete. It is well to notice, too, that 
after the patient had been strengthened by artficial alimenta- 
tion through the lower part of the intestine, she was success- 
fully nourished by the natural passages, notwithstanding the 
limited extent of the absorbent surface. 

Admitting that the pancreatic juice continues the conversion 
into peptones, long before the albuminoid substances have had 
time to become materially modified, so soon in fact as the 
chyme reaches the small intestine, absorption begins; and if 
this portion of the intestine contains albuminoid substances in 
a state susceptible of absorption, they must necessarily be ab- 
sorbed. 

The question may be asked whether such albuminoid matters 
are really utilized by the economy—whether they do not disap- 
pear, while the albumen of the organism is regenerated by 
means of the peptones. When Busch first received his female 
patient, she was in a most deplorable condition. Believing 
that, so long as food was introduced by the natural passages 
only, she would not regain her strength, because of the short- 
ness of the absorbent surface traversed, he introduced nitro- 
genized aliments by the fistula, so as to pass over the second 
portion of the intestinal canal. As this portion received nei- 
ther gastric, nor pancreatic juice, were we to admit that all the 
albuminoid substances utilized after absorption consisted of 
peptones, we would have to presume a peptonizing activity on 

29 
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the part of the intestinal juice, in no wise warranted by our 
experience regarding it. 

If albuminoid substances are exposed sufficiently long to the 
action of a digestive fluid, they become, according to Kiihne, 
converted into leucine and tyrosine, yet no ene would think of 
these substances as serving to regenerate the albuminoids of 
the economy. Yet in a series of metamorphoses why reject the 
first and last term, and fix upon the mean term, viz., the pep- 
tones, as the sole regenerators. Simply, because they were 
thought to rank highest in the scale of the substances allied to 
albuminoid matters, which were capable of absorption; but, now 
.that we recognize that other albuminoid substances, less modi- 
fied in character, are capable of absorption, we must give to 
these the precedence over the peptones. There is no longer 
any reason for regarding the regeneration of the albuminoids 
as taking place at the expense of products of decomposition. 

The question for us to solve is simply this. A series of albu- 
minoid bodies and their products are absorbed during digestion. 
Which of these substances serve specially to regenerate the 
blood, the muscles, and the nerves? The limit ought to be 
fixed, beyond which the albuminoid substances cannot further 
be modified in the intestinal canal, and still preserve the prop- 
erty of regenerating the albuminoid substances which fulfil the 
role of functioning « constituent elements of the organism. The 
solutien is attended with labor and difficulty perhaps, but seems 
by no means impossible, through the agency of direct experi- 
ment upon animals provided with intestinal fistulse.—New York 
Medical Journal. 


Hook Notices. 


Renal Diseases: A Clinical Guide to their Diagnosis and Treat- 
ment. By W. R. Basuam, M.D.; Fellow of the Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians; Senior Physician to the Westminster 
Hospital, and Lecturer on Medicine, etc., ete. With Tllus- 
trations. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea. 1870. For sale 
by S. C. Griggs & Co. Price $2. 

This is a small-sized octavo volume of 304 pages, neatly 
printed and elegantly bound; and contains, in a small compass, 
a good summary of the present knowledge in the profession, in 
regard to renal diseases and their treatment. 
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Eighth Annual Report of the Board of Public Works, to the 
Common Council of the City of Chicago, for the year ending 
March 31st, 1869. 

This is a volume of 207 pages, containing a very interesting 
statement of facts concerning the progress and present 
condition of the public improvements in this city. In regard 
to the extent of the water pipes, supplying water from the 
lake tunnel, the report says:—‘*There are now laid in the 
city, of mains of all sizes, 208 miles and 3117 feet. This 
extent of pipes laid exceeds that of any other city in our 
country, excepting New York, Brooklyn, and Philadelphia.” 
Connected with the water pipes are 1070 fire hydrants. The 
total income received from water rents and taxes, during the 
year ending March 31st, 1869, amounted to $420,686.94.” 
Total expenses for interest on debt and operating expenses 
$309,694.50; leaving a surplus revenue, to be applied to addi- 
tional improvements, of $110,992.44. Total cost of the water 
works of the city, up to date of the report, $3,146,383.14. 
The sewers of the city are all laid on a definite plan or system, 
and the total length of sewers laid in the city, up to March 
31st, 1869, was 110} miles.” The report of the Board is 
accompanied by many interesting maps, and illustrations, and 
plans for future improvement. 


ee 


Editorial. 


PROCEEDINGS OF SocreTIES.—In our preceding number, it 
was stated, that we should publish in this, the record of pro- 
ceedings of the Illinois State Medical Society, and of the 
American Medical Association. But the space occupied by 
the proceedings of the Association of Medical Editors, and of 
the Indiana State Medical Society, in this number, necessitates 
a further delay. In the meantime, Dr. Atkinson, the Per- 
manent-Secretary of the American Medical Association, has 
published, in pamphlet ‘form, a full and correct record of the 
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proceedings of the recent meeting of that organization; and 
all who desire a copy can obtain it, by sending their address 
and twenty-five cents to W. B. Atkinson, 1400 Pine Street, 
Philadelphia. 

The following are among the more important items of busi- 
ness, transacted in the general sessions of the Association :— 

The Committee on a National Medical College, of which 
Prof. F. G. Smith, of Philadelphia, was Chairman, reported 
progress, and the Committee was continued. 

Dr. Thos. Antisell, of Washington, read a report on Veteri- 
nary Surgery, which was referred to a special committee, con- 
sisting of Drs. 8S. D. Gross, of Philadelphia; Thos. Antisell, 
of Washington; and Alex. W. Stein, of New York. 

Dr. J. S. Moore, of St. Louis, offered a resolution, recom- 
mending a minimum fee, below which medical colleges should 
not be allowed to charge, for a regular lecture term, which was 
discussed and laid on the table. 

The following committee was appointed to prepare a nomen- 
clature of disease, to report next year. 

Committee on Nomenclature of Diseases.—Drs. Francis G. 
Smith, of Philadelphia (Chairman); George B. Wood, of Phiia- 
delphia; S. H. Dickson, of Philadelphia; Alfred Stillé, of 
Philadelphia; S. E. Chaille, of Louisiana; J. J. Woodward, 
United States Army; G. A. Otis, United States Army; W. 8. 
W. Ruschenberger, United States Navy; Ninian Pinkney, 
United States Navy; Alonzo Clark, of New York; Austin 
Flint, of New York; Edward Jarvis, of Massachusetts; Wm. 
M. McPheeters, of Missouri; L. P. Yandell, of Kentucky; A. 
B. Palmer, of Michigan; Theo. Parvin, of Indiana; R. F. 
Michel, of Alabama. 

The following resolutions were offered by Dr. A. W. Stein, 
of New York, and adopted :— 

Whereas, We regard the cultivation of veterinary science of 
the most vital importance, not only to the advancement of hu- 
man medicine, but also for reasons of political economy and 

. agricultural interests— 

Resolved, 1. That we recommend the State and county medi- 
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cal societies to use their influence in the establishment and sup- 
port of veterinary schools in their respective States. 

2. That they ask ‘the Governors of their respective States to 
recommend in their messages to their Legislatures the impor- 
tance of establishing veterinary colleges, and that appropria- 
tions be made to support them. 

3. That they recommend the Governors and State Legisla- 
tures when organizing Boards of Health, to appoint one or more 
thoroughly educated veterinary surgeons to be associated as 
commissioners with the other officers of the Board. 

Drs. Joseph Parrish, Willard Parker, and W. H. Mussey 
were appointed a committee, to report on the feasibility of 
establishing institutions for the cure of persons addicted to the 
use of intoxicants, and on the most approved methods of con- 
ducting such institutions. 

The following resolutions were adopted :— 

On motion of Dr. B. F. Dawson, of New York, it was 

Resolved, That as the medical press of this country is recog- 
nized as holding a position of great power and high character, 

Be it resolved, That in order to still further elevate its char- 
acter and augment its influence, the editors of the medical Jour- 
nals of this country be requested by this Association to refuse | 
to notice, in their journals, all patent medicines, instruments, 
works of unprofessional or unscientific character, non-chartered 
institutions or hospitals, and the cards of specialists. And that 
advertisements of the above be refused insertion in their respec- 
tive journals. And further, that such journals declining to 
obey the above be refused the courtesy of exchange, and their 
editors be refused membership in the Association of American 
Medical Editors. 

The following officers were chosen for the ensuing year :— 

PrestpENT—Dr. Alfred Stillé, of Pennsylvania. 

Vice-PRESIDENTS—1. Dr. J. S. Wetherly, of Alabama; 2. 
Dr. Henry Gibbons, of California; 3. Dr. T. J. Heard, of 
Texas; 4. Dr. Samuel Willey, of Minnesota. 

ASSISTANT-SECRETARY—Dr. Joseph C. Tucker, of California. 

TREASURER—Dr. Caspar Wister, of Pennsylvania. 
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Liprartan—Dr. F. A. Ashford, of District of Columbia. 
Committee of Arrangements.—Chairman, Drs. A. N. Sawyer; 
Brown, U.S.N.; J.C. Tucker, Shurtleff, Holman, 
Murray, (U.S.A.), and Simmons, of California; Horace 
Carpenter, of Oregon; Bronson, of Nevada. 

Committee of Publication.—Drs. F. G. Smith, of Pennsyl- 
vania, Chairman; Wm. B. Atkinson, of Pennsylvania; J. C. 
Tucker, of California; F. A. Ashford, of District of Columbia; 
Caspar Wister, of Pennsylvania; H. F. Askew, of Delaware; 
James Aitken Meigs, of Pennsylvania. 

Committee on Prize Essays.—Drs. T. M. Logan, of Cali- 
fornia (Chairman); H. Gibbons, H. H. Toland, Beverly Cole, 
Cooper Lane, of California. 

Place of meeting, San Francisco, California. 

Time of meeting, 1st Tuesday in May, 1871, at 11 A.M. 

Srorions.—Chemistry and Materia Medica.—Drs. D. W. 
Yandell, of Kentucky (Chairman); H. 8. Hurd, of Illinois 
(Secretary). 

Practical Medicine and Obstetrics.—Drs. H. R. Storer, of 
Massachusetts (Chairman); J. K. Bartlett, of Wisconsin (Sec- 
retary). 

Surgery.—Drs. J. L. Atlee, of Pennsylvania (Chairman); 
‘ Horace Carpenter, of Oregon (Secretary). 

Meteorological and Epidemic Diseases.—Drs. N. 8. Davis, of 
Illinois (Chairman); C. C. Hildreth, of Ohio (Secretary). 

On Medical Jurisprudence.—Drs. T. Parvin, of Indiana 
(Chairman); J. A. Murphy, of Ohio (Secretary). 

On Psychology.—Drs. J. H. Griscom, of New York (chair- 
man); ©. F. Renick, of Missouri (Secretary). 

Committee of one to assist the Librarian, to reside at Wash- 
ington, to be continued, Dr. Joseph M. Toner. 

S. M. BEMISS, 
Chairman of Committee on Nominations. 

It will be seen, that in addition to the election of the ordi- 
nary officers of the Association, officers were also appointed for 
each section. 

This is in compliance with a bye-law, adopted at New 
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Orleans, in 1869; and was intended to make the sections more 
permanent and efficient in the accomplishment of the scientific 
work of the Association. The same bye-law directs, that 
“papers appropriate to the several sections, in order to secure 
consideration and action, must be sent to the Secretary of the 
appropriate section, at least one month before the meeting 
which is to act upon them. 

“Tt shall be the duty of the Secretary, to whom such papers 
shall be sent, to examine them with care, and, with the advice 
of the Chairman of his section, to determine the time and 
order of their presentation, and give due notice of the same; 
and after their full examination and discussion by the section, 
they shall be sent to the Permanent-Secretary of the Associa- 
tion.” 

If this bye-law should be complied with, by those intending 
present papers, it will enable the officers of each section to 
place on a card, directly before the Association, at the begin- 
ning of each session, the principal work to be done in each 
section and the time of doing it; which would be a great 
accommodation to the members, and insure a much more effici- 
ent consideration of the papers presented. It is hoped that 
this arrangement will not be forgotten by all special committees 
and individuals preparing reports or papers for the Association. 

If those connected with the medical press would give some 
of the space devoted to finding fault with the Association, to 
notices of these and other arrangements, calculated to promote 
method and efficiency, in the attention to strictly scientific and 
practical matters, they would do much more to advance the 
character and usefulness of our national organization. 


Cuicaco MepicaL CoLLEGe AND FrMaLe Stupints.—In 
compliance with the urgent request of certain parties, the 
Faculty of the Chicago Medical College last year opened the 
doors ef that Institution for the admission of Female Students; 
and three or four ladies attended regularly the whole term. 
They were treated by the young men with respect and pro- 
priety, and no serious difficulty arose from their presence. It 
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was true, however, that patients were sometimes found, both in 
the Hospital and Dispensary, who objected to being presented 
for clinical instruction before a mixed audience of males and 


females. And as there are now measures already being taken to 
establish a College for the special education of women in meii- 
cine, having some connection with the Hospital for Women and 


Children, in this City; and perhaps another in connection with 
the University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, the Trustees and 
Faculty of the Chicago Medical College have declined to re- 
ceive any more Female Matriculants. Consequently there will 
be no more mixed classes either in the Chicago Medical College 
or in the Mercy Hospital. 


Dracnosis oF RenaL DIsEASE FROM BLOOD-CORPUSCLES IN 
THE Urnine.—Dr. Joseph G. Richardson, Microscopist to the 
Pennsylvania Hospital, Philadelphia, has applied to the eluci- 
dation of the condition of the kidney in renal disease the well- 
known views of Cohnheim, regarding the relation of the white 
blood-corpuscles to the inflammatory process. If both red and 
white corpuscles are present in the urine, and if it can be as- 
certained tnat their occurence is independent of vesical irrita- 
tion, the following indication may be derived from their rela- 
tive proportion. 

When the red corpuscles greatly exceed the white in number, 
true hemorrhage has taken place from the kidney. This con- 
clusion will be strengthened if no tube-casts be found, and the 
albumen be present in such quantity as will correspond to the 
amount of corpuscles, supposing both to be furnished by the 
liquor sanguinis. 

When the white corpuscles are more than ,';th of the red, 
there is inflammation of the kidney of either an acute or a sub- 
acute kind, and the danger wilt be found to be in direct propor- 
tion to the total amount of the corpuscles. 

When few or no red corpuscles are found to be mixed with 
the white, chronic inflammation is present, and is proportionate 
in extent to the number of blood-corpuscles. 

In cases of acute Bright’s disease, passing into the stage of 
fatty degeneration, the appearance in the urine of epithelium, 
containing oil globules points to the change from the stage of 
inflammation, and these epithelial cells will be found, according 
to the author, to vary inversely with the number of white cor- 
puscles present, the albumen remaining the same in amount.— 
Baltimore Medical Journal. 
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NATIVITY. 
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MORTALITY BY WARDS FOR THE MONTH. 
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GLycogEenic Function oF THE Liver.—Dr. Austin Flini, 
Jr. (Glycogenic Function of the Liver. New York Meptcai 
JOURNAL, January, 1869), removed in a number of cases a por- 
tion of the liver from a living animal, and having plunged it 
into boiling water to arrest the fermentation of its glycogenie 
matter, demonstrated in it the absence of sugar. Then killing 
the dog, and rapidly tying the portal vein, and the vena cava 
above and below the hepatic veins, demonstrated in blood from 
the latter vessels an abundant presence of sugar. Whence he 
concluded that ‘during life the glycogenic matter is undergoing 
continual change into sugar, but is not found in the liver-tissue 
proper, because it is washed out by the blood as soon as it is 
formed. 

Pavy, in the September number of the same Journal, replies 
that the delay in applying ligatures to the vessels after destroy- 
ing life is sufficient for a post mortem production of sugar to take 
place, and that the sugar found in the hepatic veins by Dr. 
Flint was, consequently, the product of post mortem fermenti- 
tion. (It can, however, be conclusively demonstrated that th 
quantity of sugar taken from the right side of the heart, thoug! 
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in itself trifling, is really much larger than what is found in 
vessels of the body more remote from the liver.—W. T. L.)— 
New York Medical Journal. 


Tue PHysIoLoGy OF THE PANcREaTIC Secretion.—(N. O. 
Bernstein. Central Blatt., No. xlv.) Bernstein established per- 
manent pancreatic fistulz in animals by introducing into the 
pancreatic duct a lead wire, the two extremities of which were 
inserted into the opening while the central portion was so 
twisted as to form of the whole a letter T. The wire was thus 
retained it the duct without a ligature. The secretion was 
caught by a funnel covering the wound, and terminating in a 
graduated tube. The fluid obtained continued to present the 
digestive properties of the pancreas. While fasting no secre- 
tion took place. The latter began during the first hour after 
food had been taken, and reached its maximum in the second 
or third hour, then fell, to increase again between the fifth and 
seventh hour, then again sank, and finally disappeared in about 
fifteen hours. There was complete suppression during vomit- 
ing. Division of the vagus produced no effect, while irritation 
of the centric end was followed by suppression. Division of 
the pancreatic nerves proper, which accompany the arteries, 
produced a continued and very abundant secretion of normal 
juice, and the gland became red and oedematous. Woorari 
poisoning produced an increased secretion.—New York Medical 
Journ il. 


CoNSTITUENTS OF Eraot.—Although it is some years since 
the discovery of two alkaloids existing in ergot of rye, the fact 
is, as yet, little known to the profession. A recent confirmation 
of the discovery, brings the matter again to notice, and this, to- 
gether with the statement, in a translation by Dr. Deane, of an 
article on the hypodermic use of ergot, as published in the Cal- 
fornia Medical Gazette, that the chemical property of ergot 
which produces the specific result has not been determined, ren- 
ders the following account of interest. In 1864, Mr. Wenzell, 
then of La Crosse, Wisconsin, but now permanently located in 
San Francisco, published in the American Journal of Pharmacy 
the results of an analysis of ergot, stating that he had succeeded 
in isolating two new alkaloids, ecbolin and ergotin, and an or- 
ganic acid, ergotic acid, besides trymethylamin, (pseudopropy- 
min) previously discovered by Winkler. The existence of 
these, Mr Wenzell established to his own satisfaction by means 
of qualitative reactions, as newly discovered and not previously 
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described. Subsequently, Mr Manassewitz repeated Mr Wen. 
zell’s experiments and obtained ergotin, but failed to isolate 
the acid and the ecbolin. In 1869, however, J. Carl Hermany, 
( Wittstein’s Viertelj. Schr.) succeeded in isolating the ecbolin, 
thus fully confirming Wenzell’s discovery. It remains to be 
ascertained whether the active principles of the drug reside jn 
the alkaloids. Mr Wenzell informs us that in some experiments 
directed to this end he obtained from the alkaloids all the effects 
usually produced bv ergot. 


TETANUS PRODUCED BY THE ADMINISTRATION OF Qvryi4 
HyPopERMICALLY.—A case of this character is reported by E. 
Paul Sale, M.D., Aberdeen, Miss., in the VW. O. Jour. of Medi. 
cine. The patient, aged nineteen, mother of twins, et. three 
months, was suffering from malarial coma, the result of a ter 
tian intermittent fever of two months’ duration. Desiring to 
rapidly quininize her, he administered in the arm, by hypoder- 
mic injection, quinia, gr. vj., of an ethereal solution. 

Four days afterwards the arm was much tumefied, hot, and 
very painful to the touch, when the syringe was _ inserted. 
Twelve days from the injection, Dr. Sale was summoned to the 
patient’s bedside to prescribe for trismus with opisthotonos; but 
she succumbed after receiving the best of treatment. The 
chief point developed by this case is this: It shows the delete. 
rious effects which frequently follow the use of quinine hypo- 
dermically. This is the fourth case out of ten in which he has 
had cause to regret resorting to this method of medication, on 
account of the violent inflammation which has been tli se 
quence. 


THE ADMINISTRATION OF CHLORAL.—J. M. Da Costa, M.D. 
(Am. Jour. Med. Sciences), in his ** Clinical Notes on Chioral,” 
thus observes: With reference to the action of chloral on 
coughs it is sufficient. Nor did it do any good in the only case 
of asthma in which he tried it. He has also been disappointed 
in its use in hiccough and in chorea. It is important to know 
that this powerful agent is not devoid of danger, and in every 
case we should administer it in tentative doses and carefully 
note its effects. It is contraindicated in some diseases of the 
heart, and ought not to be prescribed for patients with feeble 
heart. Some of the unpleasant effects of the drug can be 
avoided by the simultaneous administration of opium. The 
two remedies can be used advantageously in some cases of delir- 
ium tremens, and when we wish to quiet pain. In conclusion, 
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he believes that it is an important addition to our therapeutic 
neans—chiefly, however, as a hypnotic. Its action as a de- 
sroyer of pain is limited, and it cannot compete with ether or 
chloroform in producing the insensibility requisite for surgical 
erations. Its chief value seems to be that of an auxiliary to 
pium, or to take its place when opium is not admissible. It is, 
however, not so certain; nor is it likely to displace that peer- 
less drug.—Medical Record. 


OvarroromMy TWIcE ON ONE Patrent.—M. Boinet exhibited 
to the Paris Academy of Medicine (Zancet) a woman of 48, in 
rood condition, from whom he had removed both ovaries. The 
eft ovary, first-removed, weighed 36 pounds, and the other, re- 
noved ten vears afterwards, 18 pounds. At the second opera- 
tio, she was very near dying from diphtheria, which was 
limited to the air-passages, not affecting the wound. M. B. 
ilways includes the peritoneal edge in the sutures of the lips of 
the wound. 


Suock.—Prof. J. T. Hodgen, St. Louis, in a recent paper 
on fractures, says he cannot imagine a case of shock in which 
timulation would save a life that would be lost without it. He 
alvises quiet, exclusion of light and sound, and after a few 
iours, if the patient calls for it, gives milk, or essence of beef, 
tut no stimulant as such under any circumstances.—St. Louis 
Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Ergot In Hemoptysis.—Dr. Drasche states that he has used 
got hypodermically in hemoptysis with entire success. Von 
braeffe has gotten similar results. Dr. Plagge thinks that 
got, administered subcutaneously, is the most reliable agent in 
this affection, arresting the hemorrhage almost instantaneously 
inducing coagulation of the blood.—Dr. Henry, in Cincinnaté 
Medical Repertory. 


Morputa as the Test for Oprum.—It has been generally re- 
uarded that the quality of opium may be determined by the pro- 
rtion of morphia it contains. But owing to value of the other 
itive principles contained by it, and which may not exist in 
te same proportions as morphia, pharmacists are tending to 
ue opinion that the morphia test is not altogether correct. 


BROMIDE OF PoTASSIUM IN SACCHARINE DIABETES.—Prof. 
dustin Flint, Sr., reports in the American Practitioner, three 
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cases of saccharine diabetes in which he prescribed the bromide 
of potassium in 15 to 20 grain doses three times daily, with 
ordinary anti-diabetic diet, with very marked benefit. There 
was in each a rapid diminution of the thirst, a decrease of the 
amount and specific gravity of the urine to about a normal cop. 
dition, and a corresponding improvement in the general health 
and condition of the patients.—Medical Record. 

A CHAIR OF THE History oF MepicIne. The late M. Sal. 
mon de Champotran, of the Council of State, Paris, left to the 
Faculty of Medicine of Paris a legacy to found a chair of the 
history of medicine. M. Bouchut is the prominent candidate. 


Crncnuona.—The culture of the cinchona, or Peruvian bark, 
in St. Helena is progressing. The plants all look flourishing. 
There are now about 4000 of them. 


MepicaL ‘* WrInKLES.”’—The quaint and practical Thomas 
Inman, M.D., of Liverpool, in one of his readable essays on 
the “ Restoration of Health,” thus remarks: ‘ Do you wish to 
ascertain the health of a baby, feel the condition of its buttocks. 
If these are firm and elastic, one may always be sure that the 
little one is strong and well; but if, on the other hand, they are 
soft, as if they were boiled turnips in a bladder, it is certain 
that the child is out of sorts. 


TREATMENT OF EpiLepsy.—George Johnson, M.D., F.R.C., 
Physician to King’s College Hospital, advocates chloroform 
in connection with bromide of potassium in this affection. 
Chloroform wards off a threatened fit, and cuts short a violent 
and prelonged paroxysm. 








PHYSICIAN WANTED 
For an excellent Country Practice, in a good locality. 
NO COMPETITION. 
For particulars apply to— 
8S. A. MeWILLIAMS, 
166 State Street, Chicago. 


WANTED 


By an M.D. of 17 years’ practice, an Sg to Office with some MD, 
who has pleasant, good rooms, centrally located in Chicago, where he can have 
his Office hours trom 2 to 5 o'clock P.M. 

Enquire of the Students in Dr. N. S. Davis’ Office, 163 State 








JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE, PHILADELPHIA. 


HE next Anunal Session will commence on the 2d Monday in October, 

1870. Preliminary Lectures will begin on the first Monday in September. 
FACULTY. 

JOSEPH PANCOAST, M.D., Professor of Anatomy. 

SAMUEL D. GROSS, M.D., Professor of Surgery. 

S. HENRY DICKSON, M.D., Professor of Practice of Medicine. 

ELLERSLIE WALLACE, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics. 

B. HOWARD RAND, M.D., Professor of Chemistry. 

JOHN B. BIDDLE, M.D., Protessor of Materia Medica. 

J. AITKEN MEIGS, M.D., Professor of Institutes of Medicine. 


Fees for full course (in common with all the regular colleges of Philadelphia 
and New York), $140; Matriculation, $5; Graduation, 30. 

Board from $5 to $7 per week. Clinical instruction will be given daily at 
the College, and twice a week at the ae yaa age and Pennsylvania Hospitals. 
Ample material for dissection is provided under the new anatomy act. 

For full particulars see the annual announcement, which will be sent on 
application to 





B. HOWARD RAND, M.D., 
Dean of the Faculty. 


RUSH MEDICAL COLLEGE. 


FACULTY. 
J. V.Z. BLANEY, A.M., M.D., Prof. of Chemistry and Pharmacy. 
Jos. W. FREER, M.D., Prof. of Physiology and Microscopic Anatomy. 
J. ADAMS ALLEN, M.D., L1.D., Prof. of Principles and Practice of Medi- 
cine. 
E. INGALS, M.D., Prof. of Materia Medica and Medical Jurisprudence. 
DeLASKIE MILLER, M.D., Prof. of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and 
Children. 
R. L. REA, M.D., Prof. of Anatomy. 
MOSES GUNN, A.M., M.D., Prof. of Principles and Practice of Surgery and 
Clinical Surgery. 
EDWIN POWELL, M.D., Prof. of Military Surgery and Surgical Anatomy. 
JOS. P. ROSS, M.D., Prof. of Clinical Medicine and Diseases of the Chest. 
EDWARD L. HOLMES, M.D., Prof. of Diseases of the Eye and Ear. 
CHARLES T. PARKES, M.D., Demonstrator. 
H. F. CHESBROUGH, M.D., Clinical Assistant and Prosecter of Surgery. 
FRANCIS L. WADSWORTH, M.D., Assistant to Prof. of Physiology. 


The Twenty-eighth Annual Course of Lectures will commence on Wednes- 
day, Sept. 28th, 1870, and continue eighteen weeks. 

Frrs.—Lectures, $55.00; Matriculation, $5.00; Dissection, $5.00; Hospital, 
$5.00; Graduation, $25.00. 

Daily Clinics at the Dispensary, (except Sundays.) Surgical Clinics on Sat- 
urday afternoons, throughout the year, at which patients from the country and 
city are treated gratuitously. 

Hospital Clinics are abundant and varied. 

For Annual Announcement, or any information with reference to the Col- 


lege, address the Secretary, 
DR. DeLASKIE MILLER, 
518 Wabash Avenue, CHICAGO. 








| ie VACCINE MATTER CAN BE HAD OF 
DR. 8. A. McWILLIAMS, 
166 STATE STREET, CHICAGO. 





ARTIFICIAL LEGS AND ARMS 


DR. BLY’S 


.// ANATOMICAL LEG 


With Universal Ankle Motion 
like the natural one. 


Warranted and kept in repair without charge 
for five years. 

Recommended by all Surgeons who have 
ever seen it. 


TESTIMONY OF DR. MOTT. 
New York, February 10, 1360, 

When the Palmer leg was invented I recommended it to all who needed anything of 
the kind, because it was an improvement on the old Anglesea leg. And now I have the 
pleasure of informing them that Dr. Bly has invented a leg which is a great improvement 
on the Palmer leg. The advantages it possesses over the Palmer leg, are: 

First—The ankle joint admits of motion not only anterior-posteriorly, but latterly, 
which allows the wearer to walk on any grade, or rough and uneven surfaces, without any 
inconvenience. 

Seeond.—The ankle joint is constructed without iron, steel or metal of any kind; in 
fact little or no metal is used in the limbs, which renders it very light. 

Third.—The joints, instead of being bushed with buckskin, which requires a renewal 
at the hands of the maker when worn, are adjustable and under the control of the wearer, 

Fourth.—The springs are made of India rubber and imitate more closely the action of 
the muscles. 

lifth—The action of the spring can be increased or diminished at the option of the 
wearer, whereby each can adjust the motion of the leg to suit his own peculair gait. 


VALENTINE MOTT, M.D., 


Emeritus Prof. of Surgery and Surgical Anatomy in the University, N.Y. 








ARTIFICIAL ARMS, 


With New Shoulder Motion, 


A VALUABLE IMPROVEMENT. 





OFFICES :—Chicago, Ill., opposite Post Office.; Cincinnati, Ohio, 148 
West 4th Street ; St. Louis, Mo., 413 Pine Street; New York, 658 Broadway. 


Description pamphlets sent free. 


Address DOUGLAS BLY, M.D., at nearest office. 














BLISS & SHARP, | 


Wholesale & Retail 


DRUGGISTS AND CHEMISTS, 


NO. 144 LAKE STREET, CHICAGO, 


Keep constantly on hand a large assortment of 


PURE DRUGS, FINE CHEMICALS. 


Agents for the sale of 


TIEMANN’S CELEBRA‘SED SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS 


Codman & Shurtleff’s Atomizing Apparatas, 


itALE’sS NASAL DOUCIIE, 


Bullock & Crenshaw’s sSuzar Coated Pills, 


TRUSSES, ELASTIC STOCKINGS, BANDAGES, &C. 


Particular Attention Paid to Physicians’ Orders. 
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CHICAGO MEDICAL EXAMINER. 
e ‘nmirem, Py eg 
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A MONTHLY JOURNAL 


NAL, SCIENTIFIC, AND PRACTICAL INTERESTS OF THE 


MEDICAL PROFESSION. 














ME DICANEN TA VERA. 


PARKE, JENNINGS & C08 


STANDARD 
MEDICIN AT, 


ELUID EXTRACTS 


Prepared without the use of Heat. 





( Officinal, The U.S. Pharmacopecia. 


STANDARD: | Unofficinal, 16 Troy Ounces of the drug to the Pint, 


MANUFACTURED SOLELY FY, 


PARKE, JENNINGS & C0, 


Successors to 


DUFFIELD, PARKE & CO.. 
Manufacturing Chemists, 


DETROIT, MICH. 











